Thornborough Parish Council Minutes 12th February 2018

THORNBOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES of MEETING
Monday 12th February 2018 at 7.00p.m.
Present: Cllr Stuart Mitchell, (Chair), Cllr Melanie Staff, Cllr Charlotte Moore, Cllr Andy Spurr,
AVDC Cllr Sir Billy Stanier.
Public attending- 2
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Minute
Apologies: Cllr Ray Goodger, Cllr Mary Taylor, Cllr Deborah Hosein, BCC Cllr
Warren Whyte
Public Participation Session – none
Declaration of interest in items on the agenda – Cllr AS declared an interest
in item 8
Minutes of the meetings of 12th January 2018 - agreed
Review of Action Points
Item 6 Planning – responses sent. Item c) on agenda
Item 8 Sports Field
i.
General update
}
ii.
Heating
} All on agenda
iii.
Upgrading Pavilion }
Item 9 - Christmas tree – donation and various issues – on agenda
Item 11 Dog waste bins and litter bins – on agenda
Item 12 Road and Drainage issues
i. Current Issues – Thornborough infant school road sign – on agenda
Item 15 Finances –
d) Payments: Cheques all sent
Planning:
i. Ref.18/00141/APP Land at Padbury Road, Thornborough.- New Field
Access Plus gate – NO COMMENT
ii. Updates
- Parish Analysis. The Clerk had previously circulated the Excel sheet
giving data about the number of new homes in all parishes in Aylesbury
Vale since 2010/11 for the calculation of any New Homes Bonus funding. –
Noted.
- Old Kilns application – the Clerk has had an e-mail from the Planning
Officer apologising for the lack of notifications about the amendments to
this approved application.
- Re: 17/04356/COUAR, Land Rear Of High Street, Thornborough (- the
Barn Plot) the Clerk has received information from the Planning Officer that
after seeking further legal advice, AVDC responded to the applicant last
Thursday advising them that they will be issuing a decision by this Friday
(16th Feb) at the latest. AVDC will not be agreeing to any further extensions
of time. With regards to the determination, they have applied under Q (a)
and Q(b). Therefore, AVDC are assessing the access issues with this
application.
Sports field and Pavilion
i. General update – Mice are still being caught in the traps at the Sports
Pavilion.
ii. Heating – This item was deferred from last month. TPC has received a
quote of £4,000 plus VAT to upgrade the heating in the Pavilion from John
Collins Electrical. It is for upgrading the heating throughout and provides: 3
oil filled heaters that are all controlled from one thermostat on the wall high
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up by the meters; PIR sensors in all changing rooms to switch off the wall
fan heaters when there are no children on the rooms, (fan heaters do
currently comply with H&S in wet rooms); PIR sensors and better heaters
for toilets (currently heated with green house heaters to maintain heating
above freezing to prevent pipes freezing).
The Clerk has informed the Pre-school that they can use oil filled plug in
radiators in the meantime as long as they are PAT tested.
iii. Upgrading Pavilion – It was agreed that this is something TPC now needs
to consider. This would include the current heating and probably the
plumbing and basic improvements such as new doors and double glazing
on the windows. It would necessitate giving the Pre-school temporary notice
while work was undertaken. TPC agreed that the Pavilion was not intended
for daily usage as a Pre-school and was probably no longer adequate in its
current state, although its primary purpose was that of a Sports Pavilion and
any upgrade should be for that purpose.
It was agreed to invite representatives of the Pre-school to the next meeting
to discuss the way forward.
iv. Request from Thornborough Pre-school for permission to put temporary
planters next to the picket fencing. It was agreed that this was
inappropriate.
Christmas tree – donation and various issues –
Proposed Cllr SM, seconded Cllr CM that Thornborough Parish Council make
a donation of £100 to Thornborough and Coombs Woodlands Enterprise Trust
as a thanks for the Christmas tree that they provided to the parish. Agreed by 3
votes, with one abstention. The Clerk will put this on next month’s Payments.
The issue of a separate Christmas tree was briefly discussed. The cost of
laying electric cables and connecting electric tree lights for a tree on the Green
outside the Village Hall was discussed and considered to be probably
prohibitive. The Clerk will inform the resident who made the suggestion.
Allotment Hedge
The Clerk has received a request from the neighbour to the allotment field to
trim the hedge. Agreed that Cllr AS will get a quote from Cartwright to do this
work.
NBPPC 10th January meeting
The Clerk made a brief report and has circulated the minutes - Noted
LAF 8th February meeting
TPC were unable to send a representative to the meeting. The Clerk will
circulate the minutes when she receives them.
Dog waste issues
TPC noted that there has been some discussion about the problem of dog
waste not being picked up, especially at the Thornhill end of the village. There
has also been an offer from a resident to help with notices encouraging people
to pick up after their dogs. After discussion it was decided to thank the resident
for her offer but not to go ahead at present with more notices round the village
as these do seem to usually be ineffective.
The bin that was outside the Playground has now been re-located to outside
the allotments but this was felt to be too far out the village and it was agreed to
re-locate it to the pavement outside the field between Orchard Close and Nash
Farm. Cllr AS will organise the re-location.
There has been some unfavourable e-mail response to the article about dogs
in the last Thornborough News. The Clerk has responded.
Road and Drainage issues
i. Current Issues – Thornborough infant school road sign – The Clerk has
received a response form Buckinghamshire County Council. The Highway
Authority is responsible for highway signs but there is no legal requirement
to sign a school. Warning signs are only provided when there is considered
a safety need for them. As there are already signs at this location, the need
to relocate them would only be considered a priority to the Council if there
was a justifiable reason for that. There would also possibly be a cost to the

Clerk to invite
Pre-school
reps to March
meeting

Clerk to inform
Pre-school

Clerk to action
Cllr AS to
action

Clerk to action

Clerk to action
Cllr AS to
action

Thornborough Parish Council Minutes 12th February 2018

14

15

16

parish. After discussion TPC agreed that the High Street was not a very
busy road, that the school was not actually fronted onto the High Street but
onto the road round the Green (Church Lane) which offered some measure
of protection, and that current signs, although inaccurate were currently
sufficient warning of children. The Clerk will inform Mark Cole, Governor at
Thornborough Infant School, of this outcome.
Other issues:
- There is a considerable amount of water flowing down the road to the
Lone Tree which is freezing and causing a hazard.
- The picnic area at Thornborough Bridge is very messy and uncared for.
- The hedge on the A421 on the north side just past the Folly is
dangerously overgrown and limiting visibility for pulling out at the top of
Bridge Street.
- Pot-holes that were fixed last year but not wet sealed are now opening
up all over the village
- The sign-post in the centre of the village outside the Two Brewers
needs mending.
- There is still fly-tipped refuse on the Leckhampstead Road.
- The jeep on a trailer on the verge outside a house on Nash Road has
not moved for some time and constitutes a hazard.
The Clerk will report these issues to TfB
ii. Relevant Closures - none
iii. Coombs Speed Limit Review –The Clerk has not yet received any
information for the response to Buckinghamshire County Council from the
resident at Coombs.
Thornborough War Memorial.
Research has shown that although the war memorial is on the church wall it
was originally commissioned and paid for by TPC. A resident has offered to
clean it in this centenary year of the end of the Great War. However,
Councillors felt that although this was a very generous gesture, it was not
needed at present. TPC will look at further plans for the War Memorial as the
year progresses.
Thornborough Rights of Way
The Clerk reported that the application to establish a public footpath round the
perimeter of the field in Back Street opposite the Sports Field submitted by a
resident in January 2016 is scheduled to be discussed by the Buckinghamshire
County Council Rights of Way Committee in mud 2018. – noted. TPC will
respond if consulted.
Finances:
a) Bank Reconciliations – January 2018.
Current Account £8,553.51
Business Reserve Account £2,176.61
Current liabilities: £135.15
Unbanked cash: £0.00
Receipts 2017-18: £75,074.68
Payments 2017-18: £92,439.58
Current Total: £10,594.97
The Clerk has sent a VAT refund Claim to HMRC for £12,930.72p.
b) Internal audit review 2017-18 – The Clerk reported that the process has
been changed from this year onwards. She will be starting to get the Audit
documents together. Agreed that we use Pollards as Internal Auditors again
this year.
c) Coombs Farm development and Section 106 money - The decision date
for the Planning application was postponed till 5th January 2018, but no
information about the decision has been received yet.
d) Payments:
Mrs Julier, - TPC storage
£15.00
Standing Order
Npower –Sports Pavilion
£222.24
Direct Debit
E-on (unmetered supplies)
£23.44
Cheque No 873
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AVDC for dog waste collections
£310.50
Cheque No 874
BALC for training
£37.06
Cheque No 875
Philips Print for Thornborough News
£54.72
Cheque No 876
Cartwright Landscapes
– Ground Maintenance
£3,091.68
Cheque No 877
Clerk’s Salary – February
£372.36
Cheque No 881
HMRC - Clerk’s Income Tax
£93.00
Cheque No. 882
(PAYE Ref. 475/SA75351
Accounts office Ref. 475PE00369213)
Total
£4,220.00
Agreed to defer payment of the following annual donations till after the VAT
refund has been made.
Donation to Village Hall
£1,000.00
Cheque No 879
Donation to St Mary the Virgin
for Churchyard maintenance
£1,000.00
Cheque No 880
e) Receipts
Pre-school Rent for Pavilion
£666.68
P-re-school Electricity for Pavilion
£79.96
Total
£745.96
A.O.B., other correspondence and any other Councillors’ Issues.
Councillors’ Issues
i. Fly–tipping – new powers
ii. Emergency First Aid Course - Buckingham - 6th March 2018
iii. South Central Ambulance Service NHS FT-Working Together newsletterJanuary 2018
iv. Could you be a good neighbour?
v. Big Things- Parish Councils we need you
vi. Best Kept Village Competition 2018
vii. Keep Britain Tidy - Great British Spring Clean 2-4 March 2018
viii. East-west Rail Project
.
All noted
Forward Planning.
TPC's current Chair will be stepping down and leaving the Council after the
Open Meeting in May.
Cllr DH has given notice that she will be leaving the council.
This means that there will be two vacancies for Councillors. The Clerk will
advertise.
The Clerk reminded Councillors that she will be off for a period in March when
she has a planned operation. She will try to fit the March meeting minutes and
actions in before the operation, and will work on the annual audit after the
operation. She also plans to produce the March/April Thornborough News
before the operation.
Date of next TPC meeting: 5th March 2018
The meeting closed at 8.30p.m.
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