THE STOKE POGES SOCIETY
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

TUESDAY JUNE 15th 2010

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
I am delighted to welcome you to this our first Annual General meeting.

This evening you will receive a report from myself, then a brief explanation of the Society’s finances from Rob Lawrence, our Treasurer.  Then we as a Committee shall submit ourselves for re-election.  After that there will be an opportunity for Any Other Business.
After all the AGM business has been completed we look forward to hearing a talk given by Andrew Smith from Pinewood Studios.  And finally some refreshments.
We have been in existence a little over a year, and I hope you will agree it has been a most enjoyable one.
From our first diggings into the Penn-Gray Museum last July, we have explored the life of Thomas Gray himself, enjoyed a Christmas Quiz, learnt about the distinguished Hastings Family and most recently explored West End on our evening walk.  And I should like again to thank those who contributed to making these events so successful: our fellow presenters at the Thomas Gray Evening, Jean Porter, Roland Bailey, Tina Clarke;   Eric Duckworth, Barbara Rigby and Jim Chown at the Members’ Evening in February; and for our March Evening Geoff & Anne McWhirter – alias Lord Hastings and The Lady Anne.  And I know that the success of our West End Walk in May was very much due to the generosity of our hosts who allowed us in to see their houses: Megan Flanagan at Uplands, Sue McCord at Winterclyde, David Francis at Stoke Court and the Mr and Mrs Gould at Lashbrook.  

We hope that this varied menu of activities has appealed to you.  We intend to continue with a variety of kinds of activities.  However, we are always very keen to hear from you as what you would like the Society to organise.  This is your Society.

We have produced a Programme for 2010 to 2011, copies of which you will find in the Hall this evening.  It proposes a mixture of talks, walks and visits in which the past and present life of the Village will be celebrated.

· So in September – the first event of the new season – there will be an afternoon visit to Eton College Library, where we shall be shown objects and publications connected with Thomas Gray.  Unfortunately there will have to be a limit on numbers, - Eton College can only take a maximum of 25, and places on this visit will be allocated by means of a ballot.  There will also be a small charge for entry.  Application forms for this are available this evening.  The closing date for return of the forms will be Friday July 22nd.
· In November we are lucky enough to have secured Professor Christopher Frayling, recently Chairman of the Arts Council.  He gave a lecture at The Victoria and Albert Museum on Horace Walpole’s Cat – the death of whom prompted Gray to write his famous, Ode on the Death of a Favourite Cat, Drowned in Tub of Goldfishes.  We look forward to hearing him talk about the demise of this famous feline, Selima, and Gray’s mournful Ode on the subject.

· There will be another Christmas event, during which we shall explore some of the traditions that make our Christmases so special, as well as enjoy Jane Wall’s mulled wine and mince pies.

· In February we are being welcomed to Stoke Park for an evening, details of which are still being confirmed.

· In April we are organising an evening devoted to the various Stoke Poges charities, some of which have a long and interesting history.

· In May 2011 we shall have another walk, this time on Stoke Common – led by the Ranger.  There may have to be a limit on numbers if it is strongly subscribed.
· And that will bring us round to the next AGM on Tuesday June 14th 2011.
Gray Tomb

Although this is not at present planned as a Society event, another of our aims is the restoration of Thomas Gray’s Tomb, which as many of you will know is in a poor state of repair.  I am pursuing various avenues of enquiry, - English Heritage etc – and am trying to establish whose responsibility the maintenance falls to.  2011 will be the 240th anniversary of Thomas Gray’s death, and possibly therefore a suitable year in which to focus on a project of this kind.  I am also considering putting on a concert which will feature a recently discovered setting by various composers – Joseph Haydn among them – of Gray’s Elegy.
Membership

Our membership now stands at 119 which I feel is very healthy.

This is now the time when you will be able to renew your membership for the coming year.  Jane Wall, our membership secretary, will be on hand to receive your subscriptions, which I am pleased to say, remains at £8.00 for the year.  Jane would prefer payment by cheque though will not turn cash down!  For those who cannot be here this evening Jane would like members to send her a cheque to her home address as soon as possible, and no later than within a month.
Conservation Review
I have to say that I was disappointed that no more were able to attend the Meeting held in the Village Hall earlier this year.  However, I do realise that it did unavoidably clash with a Parish Council meeting.  The Review is in progress, and I have heard from Marian Miller, the Conservation Officer, who is still eager to get access to any photographic and other archive material that residents may have.  If you do have anything of this kind please speak to me after the meeting, or email me, and I shall organise a meeting with Marian.  There will be – most probably in late September – an exhibition that she will mount, with our assistance, which will bring together her findings and any proposals, for example for extending the Conservation Area to include West End.

Other activities
The Society is becoming a focus for various enquiries, received by telephone and email usually about past residents.  I am glad to say that we have been able to answer questions thanks to the long memories of our members.  Earlier in the year I was contacted by a firm of Architectural Consultants, Eades Hawkins in Great Missenden, who had been commissioned to do a survey of the gardens of Stoke Place – where we had our launch event.  I have now received a copy of their report which you may be interested in looking at.  If anyone would like a copy please contact me.

Issues
I am not going to use this evening to air some of the local issues that lie on our doorstep, whether it is Gray’s Field, Dormers Cottage, the Library or yet another unsuitable planning application, but I am always prepared to receive concerns from members.  Please feel you can contact me.  Where we as a Society can lend its weight to either a discussion or complaint I feel we should be active.  We should not be buried in the past.  I shall be attending a meeting on Thursday evening where Gray’s Field will be discussed by many of the parties concerned.
The Society’s future aims and plans
I look forward to our membership increasing, so please encourage friends and family to join.
I hope one day that the Society will have some kind of “home”.  At present we are the custodians of a mountain of archival material, back numbers of Stoke Poges News, photographs and postcards, maps and articles.  But it is all distributed – rather haphazardly I’m afraid – among various individuals.  What we look forward to is having a room suitable furnished with storage where all this can be brought together, catalogued, and then made available to members for their researches.
In conclusion
I should like to say how much I appreciate my fellow committee members for their hard work, their ideas and enthusiasm and should like to thank on your behalf:

Barbara Rigby – the Society’s Secretary

Jane Wall – the Membership Secretary

Rob Lawrence – our Treasurer

Diana le Clercq – our Events Coordinator

And Dave Kneller – who looks after our website

We are a small committee, and here I should like to invite further volunteers to join us, to add your expertise and interests.  If you feel you have a contribution to make – on a permanent basis, or would just like to offer to help with certain events, please let us know.
REPORT ON AGM BUSINESS

FINANCIAL REPORT – ROB LAWRENCE

Copies of the Income and Expenditure Account 2009-10 were available at the meeting.

Rob Lawrence reported that at the end of our first year, the balance was fairly healthy at over £400.  The main reason for this was that many of our events were home-grown, so didn't incur any speaker's fees.  Also, much of the food and drink at the events was donated.  There were no questions on the accounts from the floor.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS
The Committee having expressed its readiness to continue to serve were “re-elected” by a spontaneous round of applause.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
One or two points were raised by the members present.  Firstly there was a concern about events falling on the same evening as Horticultural Society events.  It is always difficult to avoid clashes in a village where there are such a lot of organisations, but the Committee will try its best to avoid such clashes.  It was pointed out that the Society were not represented at this year’s Village Fete on Saturday June 12th.  This was a decision taken by the Chairman.  We had not received an invitation to be present whereas we had been asked the previous year.  On that occasion it was felt that little interest was shown in a static Society display (static that is until the wind blew the display boards down!) by a clientele that was very much in the younger age bracket.  We have been asked by the Horticultural Society if we wished to have a stand at their Annual Show on July 31st, and we feel that that is a more appropriate event for a society such as ours.  However, we shall keep the matter under review from year to year.
We were pleased that the Society’s activities and events were much appreciated by the members.

We then had a most interesting talk given by Andrew Smith, Group Director for Corporate Affairs at Pinewood Studios.  He told us about the history of the studios from its beginnings as a grand residence, Heatherden Hall, to its transformation in the 1930’s into a country club and then into a film studio under the partnership of Charles Boot and J. Arthur Rank.  It was news to many of us that Rank was a Methodist and wished to produce films for use in Sunday Schools and churches.  Despite economic difficulties in the 1970’s when the whole British film industry was in the doldrums, it was revitalised by the advent of Superman.  From then on the studios have gone on to be synonymous with “Hollywood-style” blockbusters films, for example the Bond films, with a special stage five storeys high (one member of our audience pointed out that Pinewood is not the “British Hollywood”, but that Hollywood is the “American Pinewood”!).  It is the largest studio complex in Europe and is also now an important TV production site.  The controversial aspects of Pinewood were touched upon – the plans to create “Project Pinewood” a series of purpose-built locations, Paris, New York, Venice etc. on what is at present green belt.  Much opposition has been raised by local residents.  Andrew Smith pointed out that the film industry is a huge national money-earner, on a par with the country’s financial services business in terms of GDP, and that the project would create jobs, and provide low-cost housing.  He also explained about the formation of a specialist academy which would teach the crafts of film-set production that are in such small supply at present.  It was an entertaining and illuminating talk.
Roger Askew, Chairman
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