MUSICAL NOTES

From………

The Launton Handbell Ringers

Bulletin number 9. Spring 2010
Welcome to this Musical Notes bulletin, we hope you enjoy reading it. 

This Spring bulletin is a little later this year but then Spring is later anyway so we are fitting in with the season nicely. The Christmas 2009 season proved somewhat interesting. Like any entertainers that needed to get around and fulfil engagements it proved quite a challenge in the last week before Christmas and again immediately into the New Year. For the first time the team found themselves cancelling recitals because they just could not get to them. We were fortunate in that all our ‘customers’ were fully supportive of our decision not to travel and in all cases have now come back to us to re-arrange dates. We are now operating quite normally again (what is normal?) and are looking forward to doing things at a more relaxed pace.

The team hosted a get together of handbell teams in the north Bucks and south Beds parts of the country in early march at Great Brickhill. Eleven teams demonstrated their different styles and techniques including a team of very enthusiastic children from Stewkley School. It was an extremely enjoyable day full of admiration for each other’s skills and talents and friendships will be renewed at Stony Stratford Church on 5th March 2011, hosted by the St Mary & St Giles Church handbell team.

The team also attended a get together with handbell teams from south Bucks and east Oxfordshire at Haddenham, hosted by the Haddenham Handbell Ringers. This annual event has been taking place for twelve years and is now a permanent fixture on the calendar. This was yet another very enjoyable day with old friends and acquaintances. The Launton team members look forward to meeting up with them on 26th March 2011 which they will host as part of the team’s 60th anniversary celebrations.

The new all Christmas recording happened in November 2009 and although the recording of the music itself went extremely well on the day it has taken considerable time and research in getting the information required to be able to put it in the public domain. It was then that we realised that choosing the pieces to go on the CD was perhaps one of the easier tasks! What picture to put on the CD cover and what to call it exercised as much mental deliberation as anything else, and the notes for the cover together with getting all relevant information for the MCPS licence also consumed a fair amount of time. However everything has now been completed and we expect the first batch of CDs to be with us by the summer ready for the start of the Autumn/Winter 2010 ringing season.

But that is not all! The team have decided to go back into the recording studio to ‘run off’ two more CDs this year; one in July and then the other in September. The content of these two recordings has not yet been finally established, lots of ideas, lots of themes, but the main reason is to get as much of our favourite pieces on CD whilst we are still fit and young enough (!) to be able to ring them. These two CDS will no doubt have as long a process as the Christmas one so that probably means that for the rest of this year and perhaps the beginning of next we will be continually discussing how we can get these two CDs ready for the start of our 60th anniversary year in 2011. So looks as though holidays are out for 2010!

How do you choose what to display at an Open Day that will be celebrating 60 years of musical history? After so many years of making music and enjoyment, of entertaining and demonstrating the art of handbell ringing, of progression in terms of ability and musical interpretation, that is the task, some might say ‘headache’, facing the sub-group arranging the event. Many an evening has been spent trying to decide what to include, and indeed what could be excluded, to give everyone a fair and balanced view of what has happened to this team from being set up by Frederick Sharpe to the present day. At some stage team members will have to put on hard hats and venture into the depths of the Pitt Rivers Museum in Oxford, where all F#’s papers, manuscripts and old bells are being housed to see what material can be borrowed to enhance the displays. But come the Open Day, 18th June 2011, the team are extremely positive that it will all be well worth it.
But the Planning Teams for our 60th Anniversary celebrations in 2011 

would still like to hear from you if:

· you have any information about events and recitals between 1951 and 1976,

· you have been a member of the Launton team in the past, or know someone that has,

· you know anyone that has an interest in handbells and would like to join us on our journey over the next few years, or

· you want a recital in 2011 as part of our anniversary celebrations
Contact:



Miss Joan Harris

Telephone: 01869 345351

E-mail address: joan.harris7@btinternet.com    

Bulletin No 10 is due out in Autumn 2010.
