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Welcome to this Musical Notes bulletin. 

“A Day in the Life of Recording Artistes”

It was 9.30am on Sunday, 18th July and the Launton team members assembled at the gates of St Hilda’s College in Oxford. This is not something we do often but in the last twelve months we have done it three times. For it is at St Hilda’s College, in the magnificent Jacqueline Du Pre Music Building that we have successfully recorded three CDs of our music. It was a decision made to celebrate the team’s 60th anniversary. One member of the team was already on a steep learning curve as she was not aware that there were in fact two 9.30 times in a day! She, as well as every other member of the team, was said to be bright eyed and bushy tailed and ready to get on with the task in hand.

But to go back a bit...the July recording session was for ‘Dance’ tunes in our repertoire, of which there were a considerable number. It was in January that the Music Officer produced a list of all our dance tunes for members to select which ones they thought should be on our CD. That in itself was a lengthy process; 10 members, each to choose 30 pieces and then for them to be collated. Eventually it was done and the ‘top 30’ with three reserves was established. Then we chose the title and finally the picture to be on our CD cover. Everything had been covered before the actual recording day; now it was just a matter of ringing the pieces perfectly, or as near as we could get.

It was not a good start to the day. All the preliminary work had been done; everything set up, warm up session had taken place, sound levels had been established, and the first refreshment break of the day had taken place. It seemed a shame therefore that we had to undertake a recording session as everyone was feeling very relaxed and sociable. As it happened, probably too relaxed! By 10.30 a.m. we started with our first piece composed in 1551 by Tylman Susato. The nerves had kicked in and it took the team sixty minutes to record the first six tracks. As it normally takes less than three minutes per piece in recitals you will appreciate that there were many notes that perhaps were not in the right place. So there were re-records until the team was satisfied with the final sound. The plus side in all this was that the team wanted to make sure that the recording was as near perfect as possible and each and every one of the team would own the final product. That made for a very demanding first session. So the Team Leader called for a ‘coffee break’ at 11.30am and we had moved forward to the year 1651.

There was no stopping the team after the break. It was amazing what a shot of caffeine can do – or perhaps it was the Team Leaders ‘blackmail’ statement that there would be no more stops until lunch at 1.30pm.The second session went really well; just the occasional re-run but with the nerves now firmly in check and everyone gaining confidence by the minute it was a very productive session. At lunch we had reached 1796 with 21 pieces in the bag.

So at 2.30pm after lunch, with everyone trying desperately hard not to feel too drowsy, the remainder of the programme was attacked with fresh energy and fresh eyes. With lots of camaraderie and repartee this afternoon session was lively, enjoyable and considerably relaxed, bearing in mind that another 12 pieces still had to be played and recorded. After the first 21 pieces it was probably felt that we were now in the home stretch. So by 4.00pm all 33 pieces had been recorded and the team collapsed into chairs for tea and lemon drizzle cake. We had successfully travelled from 1551 until 2006 in the space of one day. The completed CD shows 33 tracks covering 455 years and all in the space of about an hour. Now we know how Dr Who feels in his travels through time. Our CD, Dance through Time is much more relaxing though. 

But that was not the end of the day. After a suitable tea break the team were back in action again to lay down some tracks for the third CD to be recorded in September. There definitely seemed a different air about the proceedings now and the team, fresh from the knowledge that the Dance CD had been completed, produced some of the best ringing of the day. By 5.30pm 8 tracks had been successfully recorded ahead of the recording day in September and that proved a real bonus and took a lot of pressure off the team when it came to that final recording session. By 6.00pm everything had been packed up, place left tidy and doors locked. It had been a long day but very productive, very successful and in a way very enjoyable. It was afterwards that the odd tired limb made itself known, but that was soon overcome at Friday practice the next week.

A special mention must go to our recording engineer, Peter Rinne for all the time, expertise and advice he gave during the recording sessions. We could not have had a better person to handle our recordings and I am sure that anyone who buys one of these CDs will agree.
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