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INTRODUCTION x1i1

Irregularities in some archdeaconry courts led successive bishops to attempt
toincrease their control over local jurisdiction.! By the late fifteenth century
there was a bishop’s commissary holding courts in most archdeaconries.

Some commissaries had the same powers as archdeacons, though suits
between parties were usually tried by the latter. With rival courts existing
side by side, competing for business and fees, many disputes arose.2 The
courts of the archdeacon 1483-97 are the last to be held under these circum-
stances in Buckinghamshire. The entries in the registers consist for the most
part of brief notes of cases tried summarily, together with many wills and
notes of probate.

By chance an account of the state of Waddesdon deanery has survived for
the year 1483.2 It is an attendance register for the Easter visitation with
churchwardens’ presentments and judge’s injunctions. The record is faded
and confused, with cancellations and additions covering the leaves. The
court was held in Long Crendon in the extreme south-east of the deanery.
Attendance involved a long, hilly journey for people from the northern
parishes, East Claydon being about twenty miles away. Perhaps Crendon
was chosen on this and many other occasions for its spacious church and
large church house, probably used for all but formal business, and where
food, warmth, and even shelter for the night could be obtained.? It was
common for medieval people to be summoned to attend distant courts,
both civil and ecclesiastical.

Before the court met, the scribe had written out the heading and the
names of the parishes with those who were bound to come and answer for
them. The visitation, like most subsequent courts, was held on behalf of
Archdeacon Bourchier by his official Richard Spekinton who died in office
in 1491. Each list starts with the rector, or the appropriator, if a religious
house held the church. The vicar or parish priest comes next, sometimes
with other clergy. The church-wardens for 1482—3 follow, but after them
confusion begins. Two names are usually in the margin and may belong to
new wardens summoned to be sworn in. Other names may be those of
synodsmen or sidesmen who supported the wardens. If the glebe or tithes
were on lease, usually the case when the rectory had been appropriated, the
lay farmer was summoned, for he would have taken on certain responsibili-
ties in the parish. Evidently the record of attendance at the visitation was
extended to cover later courts, for the words comp’ and non comp’ were
entered as many as four times against some names.

At these courts the wardens made their presentments on oath, based on
articles delivered to them in advance of the session. In the case of Long
Crendon, the extensive manorial records show the standing of many
wardens and sidesmen. In All Souls manor, Nicholas Pede held a watermill,

summoned J. W. before him at Beaconsfield to produce and prove her will, and then con-
tinued from day to day and from place to place till he wore out J. W., and he made fine with
the archdeacon for 1os. at Beaconsfield (m. 12).

1 Bishop Repingdon summoned sequestrators, archdeacons, or their officials, to deliber-
ate on matters of probate (L.R.S. 58, pp. xxii~xxiii).

2 C. Morris, “The Commissary of the Bishop in the Diocese of Lincoln’, Fournal of Ecclesi
astical History, vol. x, 1959, pp. 50-69.

3 gA-X, 4 R.C.H.M., Bucks., vol. 1, pp. 235-7, 239.
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wills containing devises of land in the proceedings of the church courts.
Often they must have formed part of a series of title deeds.

Except for quite humble people who had only a few acres to dispose of,
the testator would have been advised by a lawyer or perhaps an incumbent
who had a legal practice as well as his parish. Robert Wedon of Chesham
made a will (1504) in the standard form for a wealthy man.® His estates
had been accumulated over several generations, for his ancestors had been
bailiffs of Chesham for the de Vere earls of Oxford. He had engrossed three
farms and enclosed 220 acres of arable land there.? His wife was a Bulstrode
and related to Sir Richard Empson. Eminent feoffees held Wedon’s lands
to the use of his last will, the upbringing of his son, the payment of his
daughters’ marriage portions and his debts. Ellen his wife was appointed
executrix under the supervision of Edward Bulstrode and Empson. In 1506
when the son was dead and Ellen had remarried, she and her husband
Thomas Abrahall obtained custody of the four daughters and their lands
from the ear] of Oxford, and were in possession of the lands in 1517.%

Laurence Wycombe, bailiff or farmer of the manor and rectory of Iver
for St George’s Chapel, Windsor, left a wife and four sons, when he made
his will in 1494.% Feoffees held all his land, freehold, leasehold, and copy-
hold, and were instructed to allow Elizabeth his wife to occupy the estate
and dispose of its profits, while his sons were under age. She was therefore
able to pay his debts, as he “first and principally and before all other things”
required. He was in a big way of business and would have had many
creditors and debtors. His wife was left some land outright and had her
dower in his main messuage which would pass to his eldest son on her death.
Provision was made for sale of the lands, if all the sons died without issue.
This trust might have been of long continuance.

At first sight, the solicitude of these testators for the discharge of their
debts is a little puzzling, for one would not have expected them to incur
debts that their executors would be unable to deal with in the ordinary
course of administration. But the debts which caused them this anxiety had
been mostly incurred in the acquisition of lands for the endowment of their
younger sons, and they were secured on mortgages; the whole edifice of a
testator’s family settlement would depend on their strict and punctual
performance, and it was vital for him to ensure that not only his goods, but
also the revenues of his lands, were charged in their favour.5

1 No. 279. 2 Leadam, op. cit., vol. 1, pp. 208-9. 3 Ibid. 4 No. 225.

5§ Thomas Hampden, son and heir of the testator in No. 424, in order to provide for
Edward, the younger of his two sons, bought lands in Hartwell and Stone from Michael
Dormer, from Robert Dormer, from the executors of Sir Hugh Conway, from John
Mortimer and from William Arches. Three of these parcels were acquired in or before 1522
(only Arches and the Conway executors are returned as landholders in these two places in
Musters, the other vendors do not appear there), and the other two between 1522 and his
death in 1525, so that he probably put the operation in hand immediately after entering
upon his inheritance in 1521, When he died, he had not finished paying for this little estate,
for the schedule of his debts shows him owing £12 to Michael Dormer and 20s, to John
Mortimer, as well as one or two sums to other creditors who may well have been mortgagees
(Will of Thomas Hampden, B.A.S. 561/39). His wife survived him for only three years; from
the list of her debts we learn that Michael Dormer had been paid, probably with fresh
loans from creditors whose names are new; John Mortimer was still owed 10s. (Will of
Alice Hampden, B.A.S. 562/39. Both these wills are originals; no registered copy survives
of either.)
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ing, at times, of a court order. When the state began to intervene in parish
affairs, it found an efficient organization able to undertake new responsi-
bilities, while still carrying out the old.*

1 For a study of the value of these records to the social historian, see E. M. Elvey, ‘Early
Records of the Archdeaconry of Buckingham’, Rec. Bucks., vol. X1x, pp. 55-66.
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Thomas Baker, Thomas Persy
Thomas Baker, Johannes Stretley comp’
Thomas Baker, Thomas Persy,? Johannes Machyn
f. 112,

1. For Wallingford Poleyn substituted. 2. Richardson substituted.
3. Persy’s colleagues were cancelled.

w

Brehill

Prior et conuentus Sancte Frideswide proprietarij ibidem per Baron
Magister Morganus!
Johannes Baker, Ricardus Pyme yconomi comp’, comp’, [sic] non comp’
ideo suspensi

Thomas Werder, Thomas Foster comp’, comp’ [sic]

Testamentum Thome Drew. Executrix Malina vxor eius. Lincoln’ j d.
Probatur et dimittitur.

Ricardus Rogat, Ricardus Mascall
Ricardus Pym comp’, Thomas Sargen, Johannes Hudde, Johannes
Rigalde.
Martyn Wynslow, Johannes Baker, Johannes Boton de Fletmerston pro
reparacione cimiterij de Brehill.

f. 112,
1. Dominus Robertus Haraw substituted.

3xX

Chardesley

Abbas et conuentus de Notley proprietarij ibidem
Dominus Johannes! Ivyngho capellanus ibidem non comp’, non comp’ [sic]
Thomas Ochur,? Ricardus Odeburgh comp’, comp’, [sic] non comp’
Ricardus Brightwell, [blank] Worbrigge

Iniunctum est yconomis de Chilton quod habeant porteforium citra
festum natiuitatis domini sub pena vj s. viij d.

Johannes Baron de Brehill ad instanciam yconomorum ibidem.

f.112,
1. Edmundus substituted. 2, Corrected to Orchard.

3Y
[DEANERY OF BUCKINGHAM]
Kaversfeld
Johannes Togode, Robertus Hawkyn
Adstoke

Johannes Alyn firmarius promisit iiijt> die Aprilis ad satisfaciendum
vj s. viij d. die dominica ad tres septimanas.

f.1120.
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30

In the name of god Amen In the yere of owr lord a mceeclxxxiiij [1484]
I Benet Balon of Bekynsfeld in the counte of Buk’ hole of mynde make my
testament in this maner a wyse.

Furst I be quete my sowle to all mygthe god owr blessyd lady synt
[Marie] and to all the holy companey of hewen and my body to be beryd in
the chyrcheyard of the sayde Bekynsfeld.

Allso I be quethe to the rode lyght in the same cherch viij d. and to seynt
Nicholas lyght viij d. and to ower lady lyght iiij d. and to ower lady lyght
in the chappell iiij d. and to euery lyght besyde in the cherch ij d.

Also I be queue to euery god chylde of myn a shepe.

Also y wyll that Alson my wyfshall haue term of her lyf my howse namyd
Benetes Balons wt iij cotages and a barn ther to adioynyng and my medow
at the townys ende late Rydyngges next Hachecrosse and my cotage wt a
croft callid Hoorse lying in the paryssh a for seyd in the Counte of Hertf*
and a nother croft I namyd Dyrdans croft next Pegges Water in the same
counte of Hertf’ and after her decese all the forseyd tenementes cotages
medow and croftes to remayn vn to Richard Balon my son duryng hys lyf,
prouydyd that after the dethe of the same Richard my tenement callyd
Benet Balon wt the barn and my medow in the paryssh and counte aboue-
seyd shall remayne to John Balon son the seyd Richard to haue and enioye
to hym and to hys heyres of hys body lawfully begoton and yff the same
John die without issue to remayn vnto Thomas and Benet Balon hys
brethern childern of the forseyd Richard and to them longyst lyvyng and
for foute of issu of the same Thomas and Benet to remayn vnto ryght heyres
of the forseid Benet Balon as it apperyth by euydensis indentid.

Also I will that my cotage adioynyng to my place a foreseid with the
croft I callid Dydanscroft in the parissh afore spekyn as it ys a fore rehersyd
to remayne vnto Thomas Balon and to hys heires of hys body lawfully
begoton and so to remayne for fawte issue as by euydences a fore specified
more playnly apperyth.

And also I will that my cotage next adioynyng T [sic] Thomas Tanner the
yonges [sic] sum time that Benet Warde helid with a cotage and a crofte I
callyd Hooris in the Counte of Hertf’ to remayn vnto Benet Balon the
yonger the son of the forseid Richard to haue to hym and to hys heyres of
hys body lawfully be goton and so to remayn as by euydences therof made
mor playnly apperyth.

The resudue forsoth of all my goodes nat be quethen I will pt my wyf
Alson Balon shall haue after her dyscrecyon to dispose for the welthe of my
sowl and I will that the seid Alson Balon and Thomas Tanner the elder
other wyse callyd Haselden to be myn executours.

In witnesse wherof I haue putto my seale. Written the furst daye of
Janyuer the yere a boue seyd [ Fanuary 1484/5]

Will 150. f. 117,

1. Until 1832 the hamlet of Coleshill formed part of Herts., divided between the parishes of
Beaconsfield and Amersham.
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Agmondesham .
Testamentum Johannis Godfray, executores vxor eius et Johannes

Waller.

Parua Marlow
Robertus Connysby ad instanciam Johannis Audelet. Comparuit actrix,
pars rea non comparuit ideo suspensus.

f. 123,

43

In dei nomine Amen anno domini me cceclxxx sexto quarto die mensis
Decembris [ ¢ December 1486] Ego Willelmus Hawkyns de Farnham com-
pos mentis et sane memorie condo testamentum meum in hunc modum.

In primis lego animam meam deo omnipotenti beate Marie ac omnibus
sanctis corpusque meum sepeliendum in cimiterio beate Marie de Farnham.

Item lego meum optimum equum nomine mortuarij.

Ttem lego cathedrali ecclesie j d.

Ttem lego summo altari ecclesie parochialis de Farnham pro decimis
oblitis vij d.

Item lego ad lumen beate Marie in cancella vj d.

Item beate Marie in ecclesia vj d.

Item sancte Anne iiij d.

Item sancte Katerine iiij d.

Item ad lumen sancte Crucis vj d.

Ttem ad lumen sancti Christofery ij d.

Ttem quatuor modios brassij ad lumen torcarum.

Item Willelmo Pyryman vnam ouem et duobus alijs pueris quorum fui
compater cuilibet vnam ouem.

Item lego Johanne vxori mee omnia mea bona mobilia et immobilia
terras et tenementa pasturas et prata que habeo in parochia de Farnham
pro termino vite eius et post decessum dicte Johanne do et lego Willelmo
filio meo juniori omnia predicta terras et tenementa que habeo in dicta
parochia de Farnham excepta Logboras lond cum omnibus suis pertinencijs
nuper a me [perquisita] et dictas terras do et lego filijs meis Thome et
Johanni ut ipsi perequales partes dictas terras accipiant post decessum dicte
Johanne vxoris mee.

Item lego Isabelle Pyryman duas oues.

Item Margarie Nortun vnam ouem.

Item residuum uero bonorum meorum do et lego Johanne vxori mee et
Johanni filio meo quos constituo meos fideles executores et Thomam filium
meum pro supervisore vt ipsi disponant pro salute anime mee et vt eis
videbitur melius dispone [sic].

Scripto [sic] die et loco supradicto [sic]. Hijs testibus Willelmo Pyriman,
Willelmo Howgh, Johanne Pyryman, Willelmo Hawkyn et multis alijs.

Will 158, f. 124.
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53

Capitulum domini archidiaconi Buck® celebratum in ecclesia parochiali de Broffton xxvij die
mensis Funij anno domini m® cocclxxx sexto [27 June 1486].

Newport
Testamentum Willelmi Sponer, executrix vxor eius, probatum.

Emmerton
Testamentum?® Agnetis Balteswell, executores dominus Willelmus Elyot
et Willelmus Hayron, probatum.

Newport
Henricus Potter bocher ad instanciam Johannis Browne; comparuit
actrix personaliter, rea non comparuit ideo suspensus.

Crawley

Thomas Marcant ad instanciam domini Willelmi Waren. Pax est et
dimissus.

Johannes Marcant ad instanciam dicti domini Willelmi. Pax est et
dimissus.

Newenton
Walterus Coke ad instanciam Thome Roper de Stratford. Continuatur
vsque festum sancti Michaelis.?

f. 1270,
1, Cancelled Alicie. 2. Court has not survived.

54

Capitulum domini archidiaconi Buck’ celebratum in ecclesia parochiali de Bekynsfeld ix0 die
mensis Februarij mo cccclxxx sexto [g February 1486/7].

Bekynsfeld
Testamentum Johannis Lake, executrix vxor eius.

Colbroke
Testamentum Johanne Adam, executores Johannes filius et Ricardus
Tanner.

Chalfunt S. Petri
Johannes Branche ad instanciam magistri Johannis Wytton. Pax est et
dimissus.

f. 128.

55

In dei nomine Amen anno domini me cccclxxx sexto quinto die mensis
Februarij [5 February 1486/7] Ego Thomas Gylloge compos mentis et
sane memorie condo testamentum meum in hunc modum.

In primis lego animam meam deo omnipotenti beate Marie et omnibus
sanctis corpusque meum sepeliendum in cimiterio ecclesie parochialis de
Chepyng Wycomb.

Ttem lego ecclesie cathedrali beate Marie Lincoln’ ij d.
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quod feratur laudum citra proximam curiam pro arboribus cisis et in sepe
simitarij [sic] positis. Pax est et dimissus.

Thomas Wellys de eadem ad instanciam rectoris quia manus violenter in
eundem iniecit. Non comparuit ideo suspensus. Pax est et dimissus.

Willelmus Nicols ad instanciam rectoris propter detencionem iuris
ecclesiastici. Pax est et dimissus.

Iconomi et parochiani de Bekynsfylde pro clausura cimiterij. Et iniunc-
tum est parochianis quod vnusquisque repareat partem defectivam citra
festum Natiuitatis beate Marie proximum sub pena xx s. Et si citra illud
festum sufficienter non repareant iniunctum est rectori quod cessat a
diuinis in ecclesia celebrandis quousque sufficienter fuerit per eosdem
reparatum. Pax est et dimissi.

f. 1570

1. Perhaps the scribe filled up a gap with proceedings belonging to a chapter held at
Beaconsfield 18 July 1488, No. 83.

2. John Jordan, rector Wexham 1486~1507 (Lipscomb, 1v, p. 583).

3. Richard Capel.

83
Capitulum domini archidiaconi Buck® celebratum in ecclesia parochiali de Bekynsfylde xviijo
die mensis Fulij anno domini millesimo cocclxxxviije [18 July 1488].

Testamentum Ricardi Canon, executores Johannes et Thomas filij sui,
probatum et dimissi.

Burnham vicaria

Egidius Eyre? ad instanciam Johannis Hille qui Hille constituit pro-
curatorem Johannem Byrde pro iij li. vj s. viij d. sibi et filio relictis ex
testamento cuiusdam Johannis Trickman de eadem Burnham vnde soluit
executor in partem solucionis xx s. viij d. et sic remanet insolutum xlvj s.
eidem Johanni. Reus non comparuit ideo suspensus. Pax est et dimissus.
Langlay vicaria

Johannes Thorne de Langlay Marres ad instanciam Nicolai Hamer.
Non comparuit ideo suspensus. Pax est et dimissus.
Wrathisbur’

Robertus Herte de Wrathisbur’? ad instanciam Jacobi Manfyld de
Horton. Nulla pars comparuit. Pax est et dimissi.
Langlay vicaria

Nicolaus Reding de Langlay ad instanciam Nicolai Hamer. Non com-
paruit ideo suspensus. Pax est et dimissus.
Clolbroke

Willelmus Tomson et Avis vxor elus ad instanciam Willelmi Harper qui
Harper vult primo se purgare. Pax est et dimissi.

f. 158.
1. Brass of¢. 1500 to Giles Eyre and his wife in Burnham church. 2, Wraysbury.
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haue and holde pe saide place wt thappurtenaunces the yeres aforesaide
wtout waste wiout any interrupcion with this condicion that pe saide Robert
shall duringe the saide termes kepe sufficiently the reparacions of the tilinge
and serue lord and kyng.

And after that be forsaide vj yeres be fully finisshed that then alle the
forsaide wt thappurtenaunces remayne to Marion my wif during hir life.

And after the decease of Marion my wif T will that all pe forsaide place
remayne to Nicholas my son and to the heires of his body lawfully begoten
for euer.

Also that John Charge and Alys his wif and the heires of them haue alle
that my tenement in Denham wtout any interrupcion for euer.

Also I will that Marion my wif haue alle that my tenement in Denham
late Sporis. And after hir decease I will that Elizabeth haue it etc.

Will 176. £, 143.
1. Only the will of lands was registered.

117

Acta habita in ecclesia parochiali de Newnton Longfeld x die mensis Februarij anno domini
mo cccelxxxix® [10 February 148g/go].

Stony Stratford

Johannes Prat ad instanciam rectoris de Shenley! in causa mortuarij.
Partes comparuerunt. Rea condempnatur ad soluendum mortuarium
dicto rectori sub pena iuris. Et sic soluit et dimissus est.

Wavenden

Johannes Lithyng ad instanciam Philippi Blaunche de Parua Brikhill in
causa fidei lesionis. Actrix comparuit, rea non ideo suspensa. Postea ob.
sta. et fecit finem cum parte et dimissus est.

Newport

Christoferus Charnok publice difamatur per rectorem de Milton Kaynes
et Willelmum Boteler ibidem de et super crimine adulterij cum quadam
Sibilla Disseney de Milton predicta. Facta proclamacione in forma iuris et
quia nullus comparuit contradictor in genere neque in specie iudex admisit
eum ad suam purgacionem et legitime purgauit se cum Jacobo Borage,
Johanne Southwike, Johanne Kent et Thoma Coghton. Et sic restitutus
est sue pristine bone fame etc. et eciam quod nullus de cetero publicet
huiusmodi crimen sub pena iuris etc.

Milton Kaynes
Rector? quia tenet suspiciose infra domum suam quandam Johannam
West filiam suam spiritualem etc. crimen incestus committendo in anime
sue graue periculum aliorumque exemplum perniciosum. Causa remouetur
ad audienciam domini episcopi Lincoln’ et dimittitur ab ista curia.
Remota ad audienciam domini episcopi Lincoln’®
f. 1320
1. Richard Walbank rector Shenley 1485-1508 (Lipscomb, 1v, p. 329).

2. Probably Thomas Rogers rector Milton Keynes, d. 1501 ¢. (ibid., p. 245).
3. Removal of the causc to the bishop’s court is marked by a pointer in the margin.
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paruit neque satisfecit terminum. Ideo respondens pecijt se dimitti vna
cum refusione expensorum.

Wexham

Robertus Thorne ad instanciam Willelmi Brangston in causa fidei
lesionis. Continuatur vsque ad proximam. Quo die proximo veniente viz.
xxiij die Marcij anno supradicto actrix comparuit, et rea non ideo suspen-
sus. Postea ob. sta. et dimissus est.

Idem Robertus Thorne pro pronebacia inter Thomam Wellys et Johan-
nam Thorne. Comparuit et negat articulum. Iniungitur ad purgandum se
iij manu in proximam. Purgauit se et dimissus.

Daget?

Robertus Bisshop et Johannes Bisshop de Iver ad instanciam dicti
Johannis Bisshop de Iver [sic]. Partes comparuerunt. Fatetur rea xiij s.
iiij d. Iniungitur ad soluendum citra festum Pesntecostes proximum sub
pena suspensionis. Satisfecit et dimissus est.

Bekynsfeld

Johannes Savage ad instanciam Johannis Weston¢ de Farnham in causa
impedimenti vltime voluntatis Johanne Haselden defuncte. Causa ponitur
sub compromisso in dominum Thomam Harvy. Vocetur pro dimissione
curie. Pax est et dimissus.

Chesham
Executores Alicie Southende nuper defuncte ad probandum eius testa-
mentum. Comparuerunt et probarunt testamentum et dimissi sunt.

Langley

Agnes Asshley ad instanciam Ricardi Chesilton in causa diffamacionis.
Actrix comparuit, rea non ideo suspensus [sic]. Emanauit execucio. Non
soluit feodum. Postea soluit et dimissi sunt.

Burnham

Alicia Walter vidua quia communis diffamatrix vicinorum suorum.
Comparuit. Pax est et dimissa.
f. 1370.-138.
1. John Jelly rector Denham 1460-92 (Lipscomb, 1v, p. 447). 2. Edmund Munville.
3. Datchet. The suit first came under sub-heading Stoke, but was cancelled: Fohannes Bisshop

ad instanciam Johannes Bishop de Tver. Partes comparuerunt. Pax est et dimissus.
4. Cancelled Pyper.

1428

In dei nomine Amen decimo die mensis Decembris anno domini me
ccce™® Ixxx octauo [ro December 1488] Ego Thomas Cannon de Euere
compos mentis condo testamenturn meum in hunc modum.

In primis lego animam meam deo omnipotenti beate Marie matri sue
ac omnibus sanctis corpusque meum sepeliendum in cimiterio ecclesie
parochialis sancti Petri de Euere predicta.

Item lego summo altari eiusdem ecclesie pro decimis meis oblitis xij d.

Item lego cuilibet lumini diuisim per se in dicta ecclesia iiij d.

Item lego domino Rogero ap Thomas vicario® ibidem xij d.

Item volo quod due acre terre mee iacentes simul in campo vocato
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Wycombe
Willelmus Freman ad instanciam Thome Wykes de Merlow. Pax est et
dimissus. '

Hamelden

Radulphus Wattes ad instanciam Ricardi Hardyng de Merlow. Partes
comparuerunt. Rea fatetur iij s. iiij d. Iniungitur ad soluendum dimidium
citra festum sancti Michaelis archangeli et aliud dimidium citra festum
Omnium Sanctorum proxime iam futurum sub pena suspensionis. Pax est
et dimissus.
Tyngest

Rector ibidem ad instanciam magistri Johannis Gamage?® et Willelmi
Clerk de West Wycombe in causa temerarie vexacionis. Pax est et dimissus.
V1. f 120
1. Richard or Robert Scott rector Fingest, inst. 1471, perhaps still there (Lipscomb, 1,

p- 565)-
2. Cancelled rea negat, actrix habet terminum ad probandum.
3. Vicar West Wycombe, d. by 5 June 1509, not in Lipscomb; see also No. 2198.

200

In dei nomine Amen vicesimo quarto die mensis Maij anno domini
me° cccc™ nonagesimo tercio [24 May 1493] Ego Thomas Knyght de
Bekynsfeld compos mentis saneque memorie condo testamentum meum in
hunc modum.

In primis lego animam meam deo omnipotenti beateque Marie matri
sue ac omnibus sanctis et corpus meum sepeliendum in ecclesia parochiali
de Bekynsfeld predicta.

Item lego ecclesie cathedrali Lincoln. vj d.

Item summmo altari de Bekynsfeld antedicta. vj d.

Item lumini sancti Nicholai iiij d.

Item lumini sancte Anne iiij d.

Item lumini Omnium Sanctorum iiij d.

Item lumini sancte Trinitatis ij d.

Item lumini beate Marie pietatis ij d.

Item lumini resurreccionis ij d.

Item lumini sancte Margarete ij d.

Item lumini sancti Johannis Baptiste ij d.

Item lumini in capella beate Marie in cemiterio ecclesie parochialis de
Bekynsfeld iiij d.

Item lumini vocato le torche light iij s. iiij d.

Item lumini sancte Katerine ij d.

Item lego ecclesie de Burnham xiij s. iiij d.

Item ecclesie de Wobourn ijj s. iiij d.

Item ecclesie de Mynchen Marlow iij s. iiij d.

Ttem ecclesie de Hedsore ij s. vj d.1

Ttem lego ad emendancionem vie vocate Holdespere® Lane xxvj s. viij d.

Item lego magistro Tristramo registrario cum officiali vj s. viij d.?

Residuum vero omnium bonorum meorum superius non legatorum do
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Person in quadam causa impedimenti vitime voluntatis eiusdem Johannis
defuncti. Partes comparuerunt® et compromiserunt in Nicholaum Grove
et Johannem Hamond et magistrum officialem vt imparem ad standum
eorum laudo fide eorum media ad finiendum erga proximum.
Merlowe

Christina Marchall ad instanciam Willelmi de Long Myre. Partes com-
paruerunt. Rea negat. Actrix ad probandum in proximo. Pax est et
dimissa.
V1. f.16.

1. See Roger Water’s will, No. 439. 2. See Walter Jesop’s will, No. 213¢.
3. Cancelled rea negat, actrix ad probandum in proximum.

213B
Hamelden

In dei nomine Amen in festo sancti Andree Apostoli anno domini me
cccc™® nonagesimo tercio [go November 1493] Ego Reginaldus Davy de
Hamelden compos mentis saneque memorie condo testamentum meum in
hunc modum.

In primis lego animam meam deo omnipotenti beate Marie et omnibus
sanctis corpusque meum sepeliendum in cimiterio ecclesie parochialis de
Hamelden predicta.

Item lego matrici ecclesie Lincoln’ ij d.

Ttem lego ecclesie de Hamelden antedicta viij d.

Item lumini sancte crucis eiusdem ecclesie iiij d.

Item cuilibet aliorum luminum in dicta ecclesia ij d.

Item fabrice cancelli ecclesie predicte sancti Nicholai* quatuor modios
brasij.

Item lego ecclesie de Tyngehurst? quatuor modios brasij.

Item capelle sancte Margarete de la More® duos modios brasij.

Item magistro Roberto Penycok vnam ouem.

Item cuilibet filiolorum meorum et filiolarum mearum iiij d.

Item Isabelle filie mee vnam vaccam.

Item lego Thome Rede vnam vaccam.

Item Katerine Rede vnam juuenculam.

Item Thome Davy filio meo vnum bouiculum.

Residuum vero bonorum meorum superius non legatorum post debita
mea soluta et huius testamenti mei execucionem do et lego Alicie vxori mee
et Roberto Davy filio meo ipsosque Aliciam et Robertum facio et constituo
meos executores vt ipsi inde ordinent et disponant pro salute mee anime
prout eis melius videbitur expedire. Dat’ die et anno predictis.

Will. V/1. f.16,

1. St Mary now. 2. Fingest.

3. Ackhampstead chapel whose remains exist at Moor Farm; it was in Lewknor, Oxon,,
until united to Hambledon in 1849 (V.C.H., Oxon., vit, pp. 110-11).
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220

Capitulum domini archidiaconi Buck® celebratum erat in ecclesia parochiali de Shobyndon xxuj©
die mensis Aprilis anno domini millesimo ccoe™© nonagesimo quarto [26 April 1494].

Crendon

Thomas Baldewyn ad instanciam Thome Pakenton in causa fidei lesionis
et periurij. Partes comparuerunt. Rea dicit quod soluit Henrico Beke iij s.
Ad probandum solucionem in proximum. Comparuit cum Johanne Hudde
et Willelmo Aplard et fecerunt iuramentum de solucione xxvte die Junij
apud Northmerston anno domini vt supra et dimissus est.
Tkford

Thomas Peperwhite ad instanciam Ricardi Tynker in causa diffama-
cionis, Partes comparuerunt. Idem Ricardus habet commissionem ad
purgandum seiiij** manu. Vocatur pro feodis manuum. Pax est et dimissus.

Crendon

Thomas Adam ad instanciam Nicholai Anthony et Nicholai Pede in
causa. fidei lesionis et periurij. Actrix comparuit, rea non ideo suspensus.
Ob. sta. et dimissus est.
Wyngrave

Willelmus Perys ad instanciam domini Thome Crofton.! Pax est et
dimissus est.

V. f.18.
1. Vicar Aston Abbots 1490~1514 (Lipscomb, 1, p. 307).

221

Capitulum domini archidiaconi Buck’® fuit celebratum in ecclesia parochiali de Bekynsfeld xxujo
die mensis Maif anno domini millesimo cocc™0 nonagesimo quarto [26 May 1494].

Horton

Robertus Clerkes pro adulterio vt dicitur commisso cum quadam muliere
famula Thome Dony. Comparuit et negat ac iniungitur ad purgandum se
iiij** manu in proximum. Purgauit se et dimissus est.
Colbroke

Henricus Bereaker ad instanciam yconomorum de Euer in causa sub-
traccionis iuris ecclesiastici. Actrices comparuerunt, rea non ideo suspensus.
Postea ob. sta. Pax est et dimissus.
Hucham

Isabella Filby! ad instanciam Thome Kener in causa matrimoniali.
Partes comparuerunt. Compromiserunt in magistrum doctorem Mond-
vile,? Johannem Wagham,?® Thomas Gate et Johannes Scotte ad instandum
eorum laudo sub pena x marcarum prouiso quod laudum feratur citra
festum sancti Thome martiris proxime futurum. Compromisarij non
tulerunt laudum et Thomas produxit magistrum Johannem Vagham,
dominum Ricardum Chamberleyn,? Johannem Mason in testes. Causa
conscribitur postea in alio loco. Pax est et dimissa.
Agmondesham

Johanna Clerk ad instanciam Henrici Gardener. Pax est et dimissa.
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232
Visitacio domini archidiaconi Buck’ in ecclesia parochiali de Bekynsfeld ixno die mensis Octobris
anno domini millesimo cecem® nonagesimo quinto [9 October 1495].1

Euere

Robertus Martyn diffamatur per Robertum Long parochie de Langeley
Mares quod idem Robertus causaret quandam Isabellam Person cremare
evidencias suas et habet terminum ad purgandum seiiijt* manu in proximo.
Quo die proximo veniente viz. xij° die Nouembris anno domini suprascripto
comparuit cum Johanne Dary, Roberto Chesilden. Facta proclamacione
etc. et quia nullus comparuit contradictor in genere neque in specie iudex
admisit eum ad suam purgacionem et eum restituit sue pristine bone fame
iniungens quod nullus de cetero publicet crimen sub pena excommunica-
cionis et dimissus est.
Wyrardesbury

Alicia Hardyng notatur cum diuersis adulterium committendo. Reces-
sit.
Euere

Adam Stoke et vxor ejus quia communes pronebe. Pax et dimissi.

Alicia Palmer ibidem et Johannes Bache pro fornicacione inter eosdem
commissa. Recesserunt.

Juliana Prong pro adulterio cum diuersis vt dicitur. Recessit.

Chesham

Proprietarij? ibidem quia subtrahunt distribuciones inter pauperes paro-
chianos ibidem ac eciam in eorum defectu cancellus ibidem est defectiuus
in diuersis locis.
Chalfunt Sancti Egidij

Cancellus est defectiuus in diuersis partibus ex culpa rectoris.
Isnamstede Cheyne

Ricardus Fulmere quia recusat soluere denarios sancti Petri. Pax est et
dimissus.
Wryrardesbury

Johannes Fils quia recusat soluere denarios sancti Petri et eciam panem
benedictum. Mortuus est.

Robertus Gayn quia occupat bona ecclesie ibidem in vsu laicali. Com-
paruit et computauit cum yconomis ecclesie et dimissus est.
Langley

Johannes Hichecok ad instanciam vicarij ibidem? et non seruat sabatum.
Pax est et dimissus.

N 163
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Bledlow

Johannes Derby junior ad instanciam Edmondi Brittenell, Pax est et
dimissus.
Risburgh

Robertus Adam et Henricus Boller ad instanciam Thome Challey de
Magna Kymbell in causa temerarie vexacionis. Pax est et dimissi.

f. 1930,

247
Visitacio venerabilis viri magistri Roberti Shirborne archidiaconi Buck’ exercitata per eius
officialem magistrum Nicholaum Treble pro decanaty de Burnham in ecclesia parochiali de
Bekynsfeld vijmo die mensis Octobris anno domini millesimo coce™® nonagesimo sexto
{7 October 1496].

Pen

Ricardus Funge alias Cokke ad instanciam Thome Pavyour de Penne
predicta in causa! diffamacionis. Actrix comparuit, rea non ideo suspensa.
Ob. sta. et dimissus est.

Agmondesham

Henricus Rede ad instanciam vicarij de Rykmersworth in quadam causa
subtraccionis decimarum. Partes comparuerunt. Compromittitur in Johan-~
nem Pen,? Thomam Danyell, vicarium de Chalfunt? et magistrum Christo-
ferum Rudde? ad standum laudo sub pena ¢ s. dimidium ecclesie et dimi-
dium officiali et ad finiendum erga proximum.

Colbroke
Johanna Swetman ad instanciam Nicholai Wode in quadam causa diffa-
macionis. Pax est et dimissa.

Agmondesham

Alicia Branden super certis articulis.® Non comparuit ideo suspensa.
Ob. sta. Habet terminum ad purgandum se quarta manu in proximo.
Comparuit, purgauit se et dimissa est.

Iver
Johannes Brown ad instanciam Thome Chamber in causa fidei lesionis
et periurij. Pax est et dimissus.

Dachet

Alexander Hill ad instanciam yconomorum ibidem. Partes comparue-
runt. Iniungitur dicto Alexandro ad soluendum panem benedictum cum
venerit ad eius cursum sub pena suspensionis. Pax est et dimissus.

Horton

Walterus Harres pro violacione sabbati laborando cum quodam Irlewyn
de Harmesworth® super die dedicacionis ecclesie ibidem. Non comparuit
ideo suspensus. Ob. sta. et dimissus est,
Chesham

Henricus Cooke non seruat sabbatum neque venit ad ecclesiam ad serui-
cium diuinum audiendum quam nullo die dominico neque festiuo. Pax
est et dimissus.
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263

Capitulum domini archidiaconi Buck® celebratum fuit in ecclesia parochiali de Northmerston
xitjo die mensis Aprilis anno domini mP ccce™® nonagesimo sexto [13 April 1497].

Westcote

Ricardus Smewen ad instanciam Roberti Spirke in quadam causa fidei
lesionis et periurij. Actrix comparuit rea non quia infirmus. Pax est et
dimissus.
Wodesdon

Willelmus Arches ad instanciam domini Ricardi Gollande in causa
salarij. Partes comparuerunt. Pax est et dimissus.

f. 190,

264

Capitulum antedicti domini archidiaconi celebratum in ecclesia parochiali de Whitechurch
xuijmo die mensis Aprilis anno domini suprascripto [17 April 1497].

Aston?
Willelmus Carpenter ad instanciam Thome Carpenter, Pax est et
dimissus.

Hardwyke
Thomas Wode ad instanciam dicti Thome Carpenter. Pax est et dimissus.

Chetindon

Vxor Thome Saybroke ad instanciam executoris Johannis Cardell de-
functi. Partes comparuerunt. Rea negat. Actrix ad probandum in proximo.
Pax est et dimissa.

Hardwyke

Johannes Mallet ad instanciam Johannis More. Pax est et dimissus.

Chetindon

Thomas Saybroke ad instanciam executoris Roberti Cardell? defuncti.
Rea comparuit. Actrix non ideo suspensa. Dimittitur vna cum refusione
expensorum vnius diei.
Edelsburgh

Iniunctum est Ricardo Forde et Thome West quod transeant circa ter. . .
cimiterium ante crucem die veneris proximo nudis pedibus et portantes
cathenas in eorum manibus etc. Pax est et dimissi.

f. 1g0.
1. Probably Ivingho Aston. 2. For will, see No. 273.

265A

Capitulum antedicti domini archidiaconi celebratum in ecclesia parochiali de Queynton® viijo
die mensis Maij anno domini suprascripto [8 May 1497].

Grendon
Thomas Barbour et Robertus Snow executores Willelmi Snow defuncti
comparuerunt et habent iniunccionem ad comparendum apud Magna
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272
Acta habita in ecclesia parochiali de West Wycombe coram magisiro Gumberford etc. penultimo
die mensis Fanuartj anno domini millesimo v*° quarto {30 January 1504/5].

Radnach

Henricus Donles ad instanciam yconomorum ibidem in quadam causa
subtraccionis iuris ecclesiastici. Partes comparuerunt. Rea fatetur ix s.
Eidem iniungitur ad soluendum citra festum sancti Johannis baptiste iam
proximum sub pena suspensionis. Pax est et dimissus.

Johannes Baker ad instanciam magistri Thome Bayle. Pax est et dimissus.
Wycombe Magna

Thomas Palmer ad instanciam Christoferi Baker in quadam causa diffa-
macionis. Causa ex consensu parcium compromittitur.

Ricardus Aley ad instanciam Willelmi Bavyn ... Pax est et dimissus.
Merlow Magna

Johannes Dagnam ad instanciam Johannis Burford et filij eius . . . non
sol . . . in quadam causa impedimenti vltime voluntatis Willelmi Stroode
defuncti. Partes comparuerunt. Rea negat . . . super . . . testamentum.
Habet terminum ad probandum quod magister [Sim] senior deliberauit
sibi pecuniam legatam per dictum Willelmum Strode [premanibus].t
Parochia de Hamelden 4

Nicholaus White et Johannes White ad instanciam Johannis Paytever.
Pax est et dimissi.
Radnach

Johannes Est ad instanciam Thome Lovet. Pax est et dimissus.

Huchendon
Johannes Bisshop ad instanciam Johannis Clerke. Pax est et dimissus.

Parochia de Merlow
Johanna Shirwode ad instanciam Johannis Clerke. Pax est et dimissus.

Kyngsey
Willelmus Mynch et Ricardus Wharmeston alias suspens’. Ob. sta. et
dimissus est.
Bledlow
Isabella Courtes alias Lawrence ad instanciam yconomorum ibidem.
Pax est et dimissa.
Kymbell Parua
Johannes Sprigons alias suspensus ad instanciam Thome Engilson. Ob.
sta. et dimissus est.
Risburgh
Willelmus Brian ad instanciam Henrici Boller. Pax est et dimissus.
Johannes Collyns ad instanciam Willelmi Miller. Pax est et dimissus.
Johannes Brewer. Pax est et dimissus.
Saunderton
Robertus Darell. Pax est et dimissus.

f. 1650-166.
1. Cause continued in No. 288.
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204B

In dei nomine Amen anno domini millesimo quingentesimo quinto
mensis Julij die decimo sexto [16 Fuly 1505] Ego Thomas Alday parochie
de Pen compos mentis et sane memorie condo testamentum meum in hunc
modum.

In primis lego animam meam deo omnipotenti beate Marie ac omnibus
sanctis eius corpusque meum sepiliendum in cimiterio sancte Trinitatis
ecclesie de Pen antedicta.

Item lego ecclesie beate Marie Lincoln’ iijj d.

Item lego summo altari ecclesie de Pen ij d.

Item lego cuilibet lumini in ecclesia de Pen ij d.

Item lego lumini sepulture de Pen vnum examen de apibus.

Ttem lego Alicie filie mee ouem matricem cum agno.

Item lego alijs tribus filijs meis cuilibet earum ouem.

Item lego Johanni filio meo ouem.

Item lego Margarete Cok filiole mee vnum agnum.

Item volo quod Maiaria vxor mea habeat domum meam situatam in
Nattetok! parochia de Pen cum omnibus terris pratis pasturis sepibus fossis
et fossatis uniuersis quas habeo quas habeo [sic] in parochijs de Bekynsfeld
et Pen vsque ad legittimam etatem Johanne [sic] Alday filij mei etc.

Et si contingat prefatum Johannem obire infra legittimam etatem tunc
volo quad domus illa vendatur et ex precio eiusdem do et lego ecclesie
de Pen vj s. viij d. et vj s. viij d. do ad reparacionem viarum vbi vedebitur
parochianis expedire in parochia de Pen.

Residuum vero bonorum meorum non legatorum do et lego Mariarie
vxori mee et eandem facio ordino et constituo meam executricem et Hen-
ricum Dene ordino superuisorem illius mei testamenti et [vltime] voluntatis
vt ipsi disponant pro salute anime mee prout eis melius videbitur in Cristo
expedire.

Hijs testibus magistro Thoma Bally,? Johanne Rogers et Thoma Eggam
cum alijs.

Will 217. £, 185.
1. Knotty Green. 2. Thomas Baily vicar Penn 1500-27 (Lipscomb, m, p. 288).

295
Acta habita in ecclesia parochiali de Whichchurch decimo sexto die mensis Octobris anno
domini millesimo quingeniesimo quinto [16 October 1505] coram nobis Ricardo Hawarden
in legibus baccallario reuerends in Cristo patris et domini etc. vt supra.

In dei nomine Amen Nos Ricardus Hawarden in legibus baccallarius
reuerendi in Christo patris et domini domini Willelmi permissione diuina
Lincolniensis episcopi in archidiaconatu suo Buk’ commissarius generalis
et sequestrator principalis necnon domini archidiaconi in eodem officialis
legitime procedentes quendam etc. ad hos diem et locum legitime citatum
preconizatum diuciusque expettatum nullo modo comparentem in pena
contumacie sue (contumaciarum suarum) huiusmodi ab ingressu ecclesie
suspendimus in hijs scriptis.

Quo die dominus Thomas Dykens de Stonystrettford comparuit et judex
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William Stafford his nevoe shuld haue all the premissez to hym and to his
second son if hit shuld happen hym hereafter eny to haue and to the heyres
of the bodye of the seyde seconde son and for lack of suche issue the remayn-
der thereof to the same Wylliam Stafford and to the heyres of his body
lawfullye begotten and for lack of suche issue he wyllyd that Humfreye
Stafford his nevo shuld haue the [premysses] . . . his seconde son and to the
heyres of the [seyde] seconde son and for lack of suche yssue to [the heyres of |
the bodye of the seyde Humfreye and for lack [of suche] issue the remaynder
thereof to Jhon Cunstable. . . and to the heyres of his bodye and for lack of
[suche heyres] to the right heyres of the seyde Thomas Stafford.

Also the sayde Thomas furder declaryd his laste [wyll] that the saide
Wrylliam Stafford his nevo shuld haue to hym and his heyres for euer certayn
londes and tenementes to the yerelye value of xx li. by hym namyd and
assignyd for the joynter of Jane late the wiffe of the seyde William Stafford
now decesyd and farder then declaryd and opynly spoke that the heyres of
the seyde Jane shuld in no wyse haue ne enioye the same sayynge thes
wordes that there shuld none of Spensers nor Smythis chyldren in heryte
his londes and farder requyryd his executors that if eny clayme or pretence
ware made by eny heyres of be sayde Spenser or Smythe that they shuld
defende suche clayme to the extremyte wt his godes.

Item he wyllyd this to [be] his laste wyll concernynge the premisses in
maner and forme aboue rehersyd eny article clause or former wyll onelye
concernynge concernynge [si¢] the same londes and tenementes before that
tyme declaryd or made to the [contrary] in eny wyse not wythstondynge
and all ober wyllys before that tyme to the contrarye made he vtterlye re-
vokyd and . . . Thes be the namys of suche persons as were presente [at the]
declaracion of the laste wyll of Thomas Stafford squyar [aboue] rehersyd
concernynge as well the orderynge of the remaynders [of] his londes and
tenementes aboue seyde as the disposicion of e [londes] and tenementes of
the yerelye value of xx li. wyllyd to Wylliam Stafford his nevo that is to wytte
Thomas Pygotte sergaunte at the lawe, Humfreye Stafford squyar, Anne
Powere, Alys Ingoldesbye, Edmond Morgan, Thomas Alvorleye, Philippe
Stafford, Raffe Dyngleye, Richard Poynoure, Thomas Poynoure, Jhon
Coke, Thomas Wattes, Jhon Crassoppe, Roberte Warde, Roberte Stodye,
Thomas Potter, Thomas Vaghrzhan and Thomas Mychell.

Will 225.  ff. 197-8.

1. Thomas Stafford, lord of Tattenhoe manor and patron of Wavendon church, was a
terror to his neighbours (V.C.H., i1, pp. 139-40) ; see also Wavendon presentment, No. 30g;
Chancery litigation followed his death until a settlement was made with his bastard son in

1525 (V.C.H., m, p. 433).
2. Beds. 3. Hugh Brecknock prior Snellshall 1503-29 (V.C.H., 1, p. 353).

313
In the name of god Amen in the yere of ower lorde m? cecec xvij the viij
daye of October [8 October 1517] I Richarde Grenefeld of Wotton beynge
in my ryght mynde make my testament in forme folowynge.
Fyrste I bequethe my soule to almyghtye god to his blyssyd moder
seynte Marye and to all the holye companye of hevyn my bodye to be
R
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Also to euerye of my god chyldren j stryke of barleye.

Also to Annes Hickes j stryke of barleye.

Also I bequethe frelye to Alys my wyfe my howse and godes as the lawe
wyll geve me strenght where as I haue my howse gevyn to me by compro-
messe and bye a quyttance thereof she to haue hyt for terme of her life.

Also I bequethe to Thomas Rutter halfe the teme of my bestes to plowghe
wt. .. one potte one pan after pe dethe of my wyfe . . . bt my howse after the
dethe of Alys my wyfe . . . my son and after the dethe of hym to be devydyd
between . . .

Also I bequethe Thomas brothers one lond of barleye.

I bequethe to Johan Townesend one stryke of barlye.

Also I constitute . . . and Thomas Rutter my executours that theye maye
dispose [the residue of ] my godes for the helthe of my sowle and all crysten
sowles.

Also [I make] Jhon Love oversear of thys my testament.

Thes beyng [wytnesse] Jhon Addyngton, Herry Smythe and Wylliam
Newman wtoper. . .

Will 236. ff. 2050-206.

325

In dei nomine Amen ix° die Augusti anno domini millesimo quingente-
simo xviij [9 August 1518] Ego Johannes Lovynge de Chesham Wobourn
Lincoln’ diocesis compos mentis et [sane] memorie condo testamentum
meum in hunc modum.

In primis do et lego animam [meam] deo patri omnipotenti corpusque
meum sepeliendum in cimiterio ecclesie [beate] Marie virginis de Chesham
predicta.

Ttem lego matrici ecclesie Lincoln’ . . .

Item lego summo altari de Chesham predicta pro decimis et oblacionibus
meis oblitis vnam ovem.

Item lego lumini beate Marie vbi panis sancta tribuitur in dominicis
diebus iiij d. ac eciam beate Marie pietatis iiij d.

Item lego lumini sancte crucis viij d.

sass

Item lego Thome filio meo vnam juuencum ad p . . . vxoris mee et post
decessum Anne mee consortis filius meus Robertus habebit . . . ac eclam
post decessum vxoris mee supradicte Johannes filius meus possidebit do-
mum meam curi omnibus suis pertinentibus.

Residuum vero bonorum meorum superius non legatorum post debita
mea soluta et execucionem huius presentis testamenti do etlego Anne vxori
mee quam facio meam executricem et Robertus Balderton supervisorem
huius mei testamenti.

Presentibus [sic] Thoma Ellum curato meo.

Et Robertus Balderton superuisor habebit pro labore suo xx d.

Will 237.  f. 2060.
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335

In die sanctorum Crispini et Crispiniani [25 October 1519] in ecclesia parochiali de Aylesbury
coram magistro Cockes.

Quibus die et loco comparuit Johannes Sutton et in presencia magistri
Jakeman produxit Johannem Holland, Ricardum Carter et Johannem
Jeffes in testes de et super consuetudine per ipsum prius allegata quos
judex onerauit juramento ad fideliter respondendum etc. magistro Jake-
man protestante de dicendo contra hos testes et eorum dicta si et quatenus
nitantur deponere quam intencionem dum etc. Et iudex assignauit dictum
Johannem Sutton ad eius peticionem ad secundo producendum isto die
ad quindenam hic in isto loco.

f. 57.

336

xxv1f© die mensis Septembris anno domini millesimo quingentesimo xix° [27 September 1519]*
in ecclesia parochiali de Aylesbury.

Gawfeld contra Hikman

Quo die Willelmus Gawfeld produxit in testes Thomam Kyngham et
Willelmum Hewes in testes quos dominus iudex onerauit iuramento de
fideliter respondendo posicionibus et articulis etc.

f. 57.
1. The next stage in the hearing of Alwey v. Sutton 25 Oct. was entered (No. 335), before

Gawfeld ». Hikman, heard on 27 Sept. These records are fair copies of notes made in court.

337

xxvitjo die mensis et anni predictorum [28 September 1519] in eaclesia conuentuali Fratrum
Minorum de Aylesbury coram magistro doctore Cockes.

Gawfeld contra Hikman?!

Quibus die et loco dominus ad peticionem vtriusque partis publicauit
dicta testium?® et decreuit partibus copias. Mulier pecijt terminum sibi
assignari ad specificandum et excipiendum contra testes et eorum dicta
in die sanctorum Cirispini et Crispiniani [25 October] in ecclesia parochiali
de Aylesbury.

Gawfeld contra Hikman

Quibus die et loco mulier in presencia viri dedit excepciones quas iudex
admisit quatenus ete. et pecijt terminum sibi assignari ad primo producen-
dum cui dominus assignauit diem martis viz. octauum diem mensis
Nouembris iam proxime futurum [8 November 1519] ad primo producen-
dum.

Gawfeld contra Hikman

Deinde crastino die [g November] mulier in presencia magistri Jakeman
produxit Johannem Hewes et Thomam Hewes in testes super excepcioni-
bus etc. Jakeman protestando de dicendo contra hos testes et eorum dicta
etc.
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Item I bequeth vnto John Stevyns my eldist son a ewer and a candilstik
and iiij sheepe.

Also T bequeth to my doughter Jone Stevyns a cowe wt calfe and a
hekford, a brasse pott, ij platters and iij half acres and a yard of tylthe and
the executors to pay the rent and to plowe it and to sowe yt, and a sheepe.

Item to Elyn Tryng of Eyton? a ewe and a lambe.

Item to Nicholas Stanbridge a ewe and a lambe.

Item v masses to be seid for my sowle the next v dayes after my departyng.

And all other goodes ouer bequethed to remayne to my wiff to be at her
assigment. :

And I make executors William Skawne and John Symmes and they for to
haue for ther labors iij s. iiij d. a pece.

And they to dispose for my sowle helth.

And herto be witnesses sir Richard Busshop curat, John Goodeale,
John Harteley, William Stevyns wt other.

Item I bequethe vnto John my son a yerd of tylthe etc.

Will 102, £, 64.
1. For probate, see No. 344. 2. Eaton Bray, Beds.

3468

xxiijte die Februarij [23 February 1519/20] emanauit citacio ad instan-
ciam Willelmi Hedersege de Haddenham infra decanatum de Wendouer
contra Willelmum Barnard et Elizabetham Barnard in quadam causa
diffamacionis quam versus eosdem Willelmum et Elizabetham in proxima
curia moneri et prosequi intendit. Ad comparendum die lune proximo
post festum sancti Cedde [5 March 1519/20] in ecclesia parochiali de
Aylesbury. :

f. 64.
347

In the name of gode Amen yn the yere of our lorde m?! cecec? xixt! the
xijtt day of December [12 December 151g] I Jone Ingrame widow of the
towne of Northmerston within the cownty of Buckes hole of mynde with
gode delyberacion hath made this my present testament conteynyng my
last wyll in maner and forme foloyng.

Fyrst I bequeth my sowle to allmyghty gode to our blessyde lady and to
all be company of hevyn my body to be buride in the church of Northmer-
ston nye to my hushonde.

Also my best goode for my mortuarij.

Also I gyue and bequeth to the moder church of Lyncoln iiij d.

Item to the hye awter for my tythis forgotyn a cloth of diaper.

Also to seynt Sonday?! ys awter in that church on shete wt a seme of
blake sylke.

Also to the rode lyght oon di’ pownde of wax.

Also to seynt Katerins lyght as much.

Also to seynt Christoforus lyght oon quarter of on pownde wax.

Also to seynt Thomas lyght as much.
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Item lego pro meo mortuario vt moris est.

Item lego summo altari pro decimis oblitis iiij d.

Item lego lumini beate Marie virginis iiij d.

Ttem lego lumini crucifixi vocato pe Rode lyght iiij d.

Item lego lumini beati Johannis baptiste iiij d.

Item lego ecclesie beate Marie Lincoln’ ij d.

Item lego ad reparacionem campanarum campanarum [sic] ij d.

Item lego lumini vocato forch light iiij d.

Item lego Isabelle filie mee seniori duas perapsides, tria acetabilia et duo
candelabra.

Item lego predicte Isabelle ollam eneam.

Item volo quod Johanna vxor mea habeat domum meam cum pertinen-
cijs, hoc est cum prato illi domui adiacente post decessum meum pro
termino vite sue et post decessum predicte Johanne vxoris mee volo vt filie
mee viz. Isabella et Agnes habeant eandem domum cum pertinencijs.
scilicet cum prato huic adiacente inter eas diuidendam.

Item lego Agneti filie mee vnum linthiamen quod fuit matris sue.

Item lego Ricardo Fischer filiolo meo iiij d.

Residuum vero bonorum meorum non legatorum do et lego Johanne
vxori mee quam constituo et ordino meam executricem vt ipsa disponat
pro salute anime mee et omnium fidelium defunctorum vt sibi melius
videbitur expedire.

Item constituo Johannem Fischer supervisorem et adiutorem Johanne
vxori mee in causis agendis et eundem Johannem volo percipere ab vxore
mea predicta pro suis laboribus secundum quod recta aliorum in hac parte
dictabit conscientia.

Hijs testibus domino Willelmo Stratton capellano, Henrico Pursell,
Nicholao preshitero nostro et alijs.t

Will 106. f. 68v.
1. For note of probate, see No. 352.

352
Acta habita in ecclesia parochiali de Aylesbury coram magistro Johanne Cockes legum doctore
commissario et officiali archidiaconatus Buck® xxviij® die mensis Marcij anno domini millesimo
quingentesimo vicesimo [28 March 1520].

Quibus die et loco comparuit Johannes Blakhed alias Oveyate de
Leighton Bryssart et fatebatur se contraxisse matrimonium cum quadam
Alicia Jakeman de Wyng que quidem Alicia presens hic in curia negauit
tale matrimonium. Et quia prefatus Johannes Blakhed non habet suffi-
cientes et legitimas probaciones de matrimonio predicto ideo iudex ad
peticionem eiusdem Johannis detulit iuramentum predicte Alicie Jakeman
que sic ibidem corporaliter iurauit quod nunquam consentiebat tali con-
tractui matrimonij nisi sub condicione quod potuit habere et optinere
specialem licenciam et assensum patris predicte Alicie et sic iudex viramque
partem reliquit proprijs suis consciencijs.

Eodem die Willelmus Hetherseth de Haddenham antea detectus de
incontinencia cum Johanna Robyns purgauit se iiijt* manu honestorum
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First I gyve and bequeth my soule to almyghty god to our blessid lady
seynt Mary and to all the holy cumpeny of hevyn my body to be buryed in
the churchyard of Woluerton.

Item I bequeth my best catell for my mortuary to our vicar of Wuluerton.!

Item I bequeth to our mother churche of Lincoln ij d.

Item I bequeth to the bellys of Woluerton iiij d.

Item to the torches iiij d.

Item to the hy awter for my tythes forgoten ij d.

Ttem to the reparacion of the churche of Woluerton half a quarter of
barley.

Item I bequeth to the churche off Goteherst® xx d.

Item I bequeth to the churche of Lathbury xx d.

Item I bequeth to the reparacion of Medemyll brydge iiij d.

Item I bequeth to the cawsey?® of Lathebury iiij d.

Item I bequeth to my wiffe all my parte of my corne that is vnbequethid
and a kowe.

Item I bequeth to the chargies of my buryall ij oxen.

{tem to perform rmy will iij bullockes.

Ttem I bequeth to Margaret Knyght a hekfer.

Item I bequeth to my iij doughters a kowe.

Item I bequethe to Agnes my doughter my best pan.

Item I bequeth to Jone Knyght a brasse potte.

Item I bequeth to John Franklen a colte.

Item I bequeth to Richard Colles a potte.

Ttem I bequeth to Margaret my doughter vj sawen burdes.*

The residew of all my goodes not gevyn nor bequethid my dettes paid I
gyve and bequeth to Henry Colles and to Margery my wiff whom I make
myn executors to bestowe it for my sowle helth as plesith them.

Witnesse wherof Thomas Hurluk, Thomas Campyon, John Franklen and
William Carter wt other moo.

Also I make William Carter supervisor or ouerseer of this my last will.

Probatum fuit presens testamentum coram magistro Jakeman commis-
sario et officiale legitime deputato per magistrum doctorem Cockes xxvjt
die mensis Septembris anno domini millesimo quingentesimo xx° (26
September 1520] commissaque fuit administracio bonorum ipsius defuncti
executoribus superius nominatis in forma iuris iuratis et admissis saluo jure
cuiuscumque.

Will 11g. f. go.

1. William Herose, inst. 1517 (Lipscomb, 1v, p. 417). 2. Gayhurst.
3. Causeway leading from Lathbury to Newport Pagnell bridge. 4. Sawn boards.

366

In dei nomine Amen xxj° die mensis Augusti anno domini millesimo
quingentesimo xx° [21 August 1520] Ego Thomas Wensley de North
Crawley compos mentis saneque memorie condo testamentum meum in
hunc modum.

In primis lego animam meam deo omnipotenti beate Marie et omnibus
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Item to the mother church of Lyncoln iiij d.

Item I will bt Richard Reve my son in law and Elbeth my doghtour and
ther eyres shall haue all my londdes tenementes wtin the towne and lord-
shipe of Olney and Emberton wt all ther appurtynans after the dissesse of
Goodith my wiff and the forsayde Richard and Elbeth schall pay to a
honest prest to syng for my sowle and all cristen sowles in Olney church
for the terme of a yere v li. vj s. viij d.

Item I wyll that my son Richard Reve shall pay to a peyr of organs or to
a coope which the paryssh thinkyth best v 1i. this well and truly done, gode
send them much joy theroff.

Item all the resydew of my gooddes vnbequestide my dettes payd my
fynyall [sic] charges borne and this my legaces and my bequestes expressyd
in this my present testament fullfyllid and performyde I holly geue and
bequest to Goodith my wiff vinto her own proper vse all my goodes moveable
and unmoveable, londes, tenementes, copus of woddes, medes, lessus and
pasture wt ther appurtenance wtin the town and feldes off Olney and
Emberton for terme of here lyff and of the execucion of this my present
testament and last will I make and ordeyn Goodith my wiff and William
Cooke my brother my executors and I bequest to the sayde William my
brother for his labour in that behalff iij s. iiij d. and I wtterly revoke re-
nounse disanull all and euery other testament, last wyllys, bequest and
legaces, executours or ouerseers be me beffor this tyme in any maner wise
made namyde or bequestyde and I will that this my present testament last
will executours legaces and bequest shall stonde for my very testament and
last wyll and noon other.

In wittnes theroff I haue put to my seale.

This wyttnes syr William Warren vicare of Olney, John Smyth, John
Addyngton, John Hall, Richard Wetherhede, John Pers wndersteward wt
many other.

Probatum fuit presens testamentum coram nobis Johanne Cockes legum
doctore archidiaconatus Buck’ commissario et officiali xxiij® die mensis
Julij anno domini millesimo quingentesimo xx° [23 Fuly 1520] ac per nos
approbatum pro viribusque eiusdem pronunciatum et insinuatum com-
missaque fuit administracio omnium et singulorum bonorum ac debitorum
dicti defuncti ac eius testamentum concernentium executoribus retro
scriptis in forma juris juratis et admissis saluo iure cuius cumque. Dat’ sub
officij nostri sigillo die mense et anno domini supradictis.

Will 125. f. g5v.
1. An unusual opening and commendation.

373

In the name of Gode Amen yn the yere of our lord gode m ccceee xxth
the xxv day of Julij [25 Fuly 1520] I Thomas Spygornell senior in the
parysch of Stokepoygeis in the diocese of Lyncoln hole and myghty of
mynde order and make my testament and last wyll yn maner and forme as
folowyth.

Fyrst I gyue and bequeth my sowle to allmyghty gode to our lady
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vd. Dominus Robertus Kyng vicarius? ibidem
Willelmus Este firmarius
Iconomi Thomas Plumreg Hugo Haws?
Omnia bene
Magister Robertus Dormer

itij d. Dominus Johannes Clerke curatus

iiij d. Dominus Rogerus Gold non comp’

Radnash

vd. Dominus Thomas Jonys rector ibidem
Christopher Gibson®

Iconomi Willelmus of Towne egrotatur Thomas Appulby
Omnia bene

ff. 100b v.—-101.

1. Rector 1509-39 (Lipscomb, 1, p. 628).

2. The bishop of Winchester’s manor of Wycombe consisted of hamlets and a great agri-
cultural estate. Haveringdown was situated beside the church on the hill. When it became
deserted, West Wycombe, the hamlet at the foot, gave its name to the parish. Both names
are in use at this period.

3. Vicar 1509-34 (ibid., p. 656). 4. Both cancelled.

5. Thomas Johns pres. 1509; Christopher Gibson 1534 (bid., p. 623).

377¢
Bradenham
vd. Dominus Ricardus Redeberde rector! ibidem
W Barrabee
Iconomi Henricus Felow Thomas Lacy
iigj d. Dominus Willelmus Waterson

Dicit quod cimiterium non est sufficienter clausum ex defectu
Roberti North. Iniunctum est vt emendetur citra festum Om-
nium Sanctorum sub pena vj s. viij d. Omnia emendata per
confessionem rectoris etc. Dimissi.

f. 101.

1. Cancelled Redeberde and W. Barabee substituted, yet the latter was not presented till 1528.

Redberde’s will (No. 462) was proved 26 Feb. 1521/2; his successor William Waterson
was presented 19 March 1521/2 (Lipscomb, m1, p. 556).

377P
Hynchynden
non Abbas et conuentus de Kyllyngworthe! proprietarij
vd. Magister Willelmus Keyton vicarius?

Thomas Lane firmarius

Iconomi Richardus Clerke Robertus Tyrry

Omnia bene preterquam quod carent cera pro fonte baptis-
matis. Iniunctum vt emendetur citra festum Omnium Sanc-
torum sub pena x1 d.

Marloo Magna

non Abbas et conuentus de Tewxbury proprietarij ibidem
Magister Johannes Sandes firmarius ibidem
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380
[ Willelmus Gawfeld contra Aliciam Hifkman]*

Johannes Hewes de Charnedon parochia de Twyford Lincoln’ diocesis
xlte annorum etatis vel circiter libere ut asserit condicionis vbhi moram
[traxit] per spacium xj annorum et vltra et ante illud tempus in Dydershall
[vnde] fuit oriundus testis productus admissus iuratus et diligenter exami-
natus de . . . excepcionibus per partem Alicie Hikman contra testes per
partem Willelmi Gawfeld in quadam causa matrimoniali contra dictam
Aliciam productis et eorum etc.

Ad primum articulum dicte excepcionis respondet quod nescit deponere.

Ad secundum articulum respondet et dicit quod nescit deponere.

Ad tercium articulum respondet et dicit quod nescit deponere.

Ad quartum articulum respondet et dicit quod continet in se veritatem
et hoc se dicit scire quia nouit Willelmum Hewes periurum in alia causa et
quod solet inebriari et quod est leuis persona et sic reputatur inter vicinos et
dicit iste iuratus quod [sic] amicus patris istius mulieris et dicit quod
audiuit dictum Willelmum quando dixit dicte mulieri verba in anglice
sequentia vel saltem alia in effectu consimilia. “Alice if ye will plight your

Jeyth and traught to Thomas Hewes my kynnysman I will discharge you from William
Gawfeld for one halfpenny worth of ale and iff thow wilt not I shall make the to trote
abowte” et protulit ista verba in domo sua propria et in domo Thome
Hikman patris dicte mulieris.

Ad quintum respondet et credit per eum credita et dicit quod fama
laborat prout deposuit in parochia de Twyford.

Thomas Hewes de Edrop? parochie de Waddesdon xxiiijer annorum
etatis vel circiter libere ut asserit condicionis etc. et ante illud tempus in
Lee vbi fuit oriundus testis productus etc.

Ad primum et tercium articulos dictarum excepcionum respondet et
dicit quod nescit deponere.

Ad 4m respondet et dicit quod continet in se veritatem et hoc se dicit
scire quia est sic reputatus inter vicinos suos prout continetur in articulo et
concordat cum conteste suo quoad verba contenta in anglicis in deposi-
cione contestis sui.

Ad quintum respondet et credit per eum credita et fama laborat inde in
parochia de Twyford.

[Willelmus] Gawfeld contra Aliciam Hikman in causa matrimoniali [7v]
In primis interrogetur an inter dictum Willelmum et Aliciam fuerit
sepenumero communicacio et tractatus de matrimonio inter eosdem contra-
hendo. Fatetur.
Item quod post huiusmodi communicacionem et tractatum predictus

300
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. 387

In dei nomine Amen infrascriptas posiciones et articulos! coram [vene-
rabili] viro magistro Thome [sic] Jakeman in legibus bacallario reuerendi
in Cristo patris [ac domini domini] Willelmi diuina prouidencia Lincolnien-
sis episcopi in archidiaconatu suo . . . generali et sequestratore principali
pars honesti viri Willelmi Stevyns contra Joannam Stevyns in quadam
causa matrimoniali coram vobis pendente data . . . proponit quas si fuerint
negate probare intendit.

In primis quod anno domini millesimo quingentesimo vicesimo prefata
Joanna Stevyns [verba] atque sermonem de matrimonio contrahendo cum
antedicto Willelmo Stevyns habuit in {domo] cuiusdam Thome Trasey.
Fatetur articulum.

Item quod prefata Joanna Stevyns protulit hec verba antedicto Willelmo
Stevyns animo contrahendi matrimonium: placet mihi habere te in virum,
et Willelmus Stevyns econuerso: volo habere te in vxorem.

Negat secundum articulum.

Item quod prefata verba erant prolata in domo Johannis Stevyns patris
antedicte mulieris.

Negat tercium articulum.

Item quod predictus Willelmus Stevyns interrogauit antedictam Joan-
nam Stevyns an voluit perseuerare et continuare animam suam desuper
prefato contractu et ipsa respondebat quod voluit.

Negat quartum articulum.

Item quod prefata Joanna huiusmodi contractum matrimonialem re-
cognouit in presencia Willelmi Trasey et Joannis [Cope] asserendo hec
verba: feci contractum matrimonialem cum Willelmo Stevyns et nolo
alium in virum nisi ipsum solum.

Negat quintum articulum.

Item quod prefata Joanna implorauit voluntatem parentum super pre-
fato contractu matrimoniali flexis genibus asserendo quod contraxit matri-
monium cum antedicto Willelmo et quod nunquam voluit alium nisi
antedictum Willelmum.?

Item quod, cum non potuit habere consensum parentum neque aliqua
bona a parentibus ad prefatum matrimonium solempnizandum, desi-
derauit dumtaxat benediccionem patris flexis genibus.

Negat septimum articulum.

Quoad sextum articulum fatetur quod flexis genibus dixit patri suo quod
si potest obtinere voluntatem benedicendi patris sui, vellet tunc habere
ipsum Willelmum in maritum suum. Et pater dixit incontinenter eidem
mulieri in anglicis: “Voyde harlot owte of my sight.”

Note thies queyers stand wrong end
C/1. f.4.
1. In these positions and articles the plaintiff William Stevyns sets out his case against the
defendant Joan Stevyns; all but the first article were denied. Their publication, together
with the woman’s responses, was ordered in No. 386.
2. Vide postea in margin.
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Ixxxxixtenyeres inmedyatly aftur my decesse to the valur of xl d. yerly duryng
that terme in all costes and expences ther to pray for my soule myn aun-
cesturs and frendes soules and all crysten soules as above ys rehersyd and
thys obbytt to be kept and don to the most valur of xl d. and above yerly
duryng that terme of Ixxxxixten,

Item I wyll vnto my son Rychard a tenement in Hollenden in Bukkyng-
ham schyre whych on Rychard Prentys dwellyth in and hath by my lesse
with all landes arabyll with appurtenaunces prto for the terme of hys lyff
so that aftur hys decesse it schall remayn vnto John the son and heyer of the
same Rychard Turney and hys heyres for euer in fe sympyil.

Item I wyll and bequeth vnto Elizabeth my wyff a tenement with
appurtenaunces sett in Leyghton Bussard behynd Leycesturs beyng char-
turhold to haue to hyr and hyr heyres and assignes for euer.

Item I wyll and bequeth vnto Thomas my son abovenamyd in redy
money to be payd by myn executurs xx li. sterlyng of goode and lawfull
money of England.

Item I wyll and bequeth vnto euery man and woman chylde of my
godchylduren to pray for me [blank].

more of this
Ihe

Item I wyll vnto Bernard my son in redy money xv li. sterlynges goode
and lawfull money of Englond.

Item vnto my sustur Elyn of London to pray for me xl s,
cexliij per?

Item I wyll and bequeth vnto the house of nonnys of Berkyng® to pray for
me xls.

Item I make and orden the seid Elizabeth® my wyff, John my son and
Wylliam my son myn executurs of thus my present testament and last wyll
and syr Thomas Knyghton parson of Slapton my supervysour of the same
and eche of the seid executurs to haue for theyr labours abought my seid
testament fulfyllyng xx s. and the seid supervysour to haue for hys labour
abought the premyssezs as concyence schall requyer.

The resydew of all my goodes and catelles not bequethyd nor wylled and
my seid wyll fulfylled I wyll and gyve vnto my seid executurs exceptyd all
my movabylles of howsold stuff and other goodes wtyn the tenement whych
I dwell in whuche I gyve vnto my wyfT holl without interupcion or lett to
haue theym of my other executurs afore namyd.

In wytnesse wherof thezs wer wytnessys and present att the makyng of
thezs present testament and last wyll syr Thomas Knyghton aforenamyd,
syr John Huett prest, Henry Waldok of Suthcott, Thomas Marten of
Slapton, John Turney of Lynchelad and Henry Smyth of the same with
John Tayllour of Suthcott with other many the day and yere aboveseid.

Itern sic scribitur in pergamino superannexo testamento supradicto
habenti sigillum comissarij et officialis scilicet viri venerabilis Johannis
Cockes legum doctoris prout inferius notatur etc.

Probatum fuit presens testamenturn presentibus annexis coram nobis
Johanne Cockes legum doctore comissario et officiali archidiaconatus Buk’
xxvjto die mensis Februarij anno domini millesimo quingentesimo xix
[26 February 1519/20] ac per nos sic approbatum pro viribusque eiusdem
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Item volo quod Agnes vxor mea habeat omnes illas terras et tenementa
predicta dum dictus Ricardus filius meus venerit ad etatem xxjt! annorum.,

Item volo quod si dictus filius meus obijt [sic] sine heredibus de corpore
suo legitime procreatis tunc volo quod omnes illas terras et tenementa
remaneant proximo fratri suo et ab vno vsque ad alterum.

Item memorandum quod Thomas Wilde, Johannes Wilde senior, Ricar-
dus Flotgatt et Johannes Wilde junior sunt feoffatores mei in omnes illas
terras et tenementa predicta.

Item do et lego Ricardo filio meo predicto decem quarteria frumenti et
decem quarteria ordei et duos equos duos boves et duas vaccas et omnia ad
ea pertinentia et vium lectum vocatum le matteres et omnia ad ea pertinen-
tia.

Item do et lego quatuor filiabus meis cuilibet earum xl s. et lectum
vocatum le materes et omnia ad ea pertinentia ad nuptias earum et si vna
ellarum [sic] obijt [sic] antequam sit nupta pars illius remaneat ceteris
tribus et sic ab omnibus vsque ad vnam.

Cetera vero bona mea debitis meis solutis do et lego Agneti vxori mee
quam cum Ricardo filio meo constituo et ordino meos veros et legitimos
executores cum Johanne Grove superuisore vt illi disponant pro anime
mee salute vt melius expedire poterunt.

Hijs testibus Thoma Wilde,! Johanne Wild seniore,? Ricardo Flottgat,
Johanne Wild juniore, Johanne Raynard, Thoma Hill, Ricardo Ayllewyn
cum multis alijs.

Deus det viuis graciam defunctis veniam ecclesieque pacem mihi quoque
vitam sempiternam Amen.

Probatum fuit presens testamentum coram nobis Thoma Jakeman in
legibus baccallario commissario et officiali archidiaconatus Buckes xvjte
die mensis Septembris anno domini superscriptis [sic] [16 September 1521]
commissaque est administracio omnium bonorum dicti defuncti ac etus
testamentum [sic] executoribus superscriptis in forma juris iuratis et ad-
missis saluo iure cuiuscumque. Dat’ sigillo nostri officij die mense et anno
domini supradictis.

Wwill6. f. 4.
1. S12 (Subsidy, p. 21). 2, L10 (ibid., p. 21).
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In the name of God Amen the xiij day of August in the yere of Our Lord
God m! ceceee xxj [13 August 1521] 1 Thomas Quycke of Chessham
Wobourne Lincoln dioc’ hole of mynd and in godd memory make my
testament in this maner etc.

First I bequeth my sowle to God Father Allmyghti and Our Lady seynt
Mary and to all the seynt in heuyn my body to be buryd in the church yard
of blissid Mary of Chessham affor said.

Also I bequeth to the high auter in the same church for my forgotyn
tithes and offeryng a good shepe.

Ttem I bequeth to the chapell of Our blissid Lady ther a shepp.

I bequeth to the bellys in the same church a shepe.
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Thies beyng witnes Henry Pennard, Thomas Dary, William Whityng,
Robert Mathewe.

Probatum fuit presens testamentum coram magistro Haget commissario
etc. xijo die Januarij anno predicto [r2 January 1520/1r] commissaque fuit
administracio omnium bonorum ipsius defuncti executrici predicte in
forma iuris jurate et admisse saluo iure cuiuscumque.

Will 14. £, 70.

409

In dei nomine Amen the xv day Nouembre the yere of Qur Lord God a
m! ccece and xxt [ 15 November 1520] I Richard Aldryche laborer in the
countie of Buck’ and of the parisshe of Wexham orden and make this my
last will in maner and forme folowing.

First above all thing I bequeth my soule to Almyghty God and to the
glorious Vergyn Our Lady seynt Mary and to all the holy cumpeny of
heuyn and my body to be buryed in the churche yard of Wexham.

Item to the mother churche of Lincoln ij d.

Item to the high awter ij d.

Item to Our Lady light in the chauncell ij d.

Item to the roode light jj d.

Item to Qur Lady light in the body of the churche jj d.

Item to seynt Christofers light ij d.

The residew of my goodes I gyve them fully vnto Alice my wiff whom I
make my sole executrice.

Thies beyng witnes sir John Fissher parson of Wexham, Robert Tanner,
William Peryman, Thomas Porthe wt other mo.

Probatum fuit presens testamentum coram magistro Johanne Haget
commissario etc. xij° die Januarij anno predicto [r2 Fanuary 1520/1].
Commissaque fuit administracio bonorum ipsius defuncti executrici pre-
dicte in forma juris admisse et iurate saluo jure cuiuscumque.

Will 15 £.8.

410

In dei nomine Amen primo die Nouembris anno domini millesimo quin-
gentesimo xx° [ 1 November 1520] Ego Thomas Balle compos mentis condo
testamentum meum in hunc modum.

In primis do et lego animam meam deo omnipotenti corpusque meum
sepiliendum in cimiterio ecclesie parochialis sancti Leonardi de Grendon
Vnderwod.

In super do et lego matrici ecclesie Lincoln’ ij d.

Item superiori altari dicte ecclesie sancti Leonardi vnum modium fru-
menti.

Item lumini coram imagine Christi in dicta ecclesia vhum modium fru-
mentl.

Item lumini beate Marie vnum modium ordjij.

Item Jumini sancti Christoferi vnum modium ordij.

Item do et lego campanis vaum modium frumenti,
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And to the light of Owr Lady vj s. viij d.

And to cuery other light in the same church xx d.

Item to the gild of Our Lady of Aylesbury I bequeth xiij s. iiij d.

Item to the Fryours of Aylesbury I bequeth vj li. xiij s. iiij d.

Item I bequeth to the high awter of Stone ijj s. iiij d.

Item to the same church vjs. viij d.

Item I bequeth vnto my doughter Sybell Brockas vj li. xiij s. iiij d.

Furthermore I will that a honest prist be hyred to syng for me and my
frendys by the space of fyve yeres and the seyd prist to haue yerely for his
wagys ix markys the which ix marke I will that it be reyside of my maner of
Northcotehill for the space of fyve yeres and the ouerplus of the money
of the seid manor of Northcotehill to remayne in the handes of myn execu-
tours the sume drawith vnto xx li. that money I bequeth to the byldyng
of Hartwell steple and ouer that as much as shall cume to the sum of xx li.
and iff they make the steple within the space of fyve yere that my prist shall
syng for me or ellys I wyll that myn executours shall dysposse it for the welth
of my soule as they shall thynke best.

Also I bequeth to doctor Ferrys xx s.

Item to doctor Hyll xx s.

The resydew off my goodes I gyve vnto my sone Thomas Hampden and
Alice his wiff whom I make myn executours.

Thies beyng wittnes sir Thomas Radissh parson of Hartwell, sir Regnold
Chaderton parissh prist, John Walton, Thomas Kyngham, Willyam
Norys, Thomas Gresborow et alijs.

Probatum fuit presens testamentum coram magistro Johanne Haget
officiali vije die Februarij anno domini predlcto [7 February 1520]1]. Com-
missaque fuit administracio bonorum ipsius defuncti executoribus superius
expressis in forma juris iuratis et admissis saluo iure cuiuscumque. Dat’ apud
Aylesbury die et anno predictis.

Will 0. £ 12.
1. A collateral of the Hampdens of Great Hampden.

425

In dei nomine Amen the xv day of Maye the yere of Our Lord God
m! v¢ xxt [15 May 1520] 1 George Pynnocke of the paryssh of Akeley
beyng in hole mynd and syke in body make my will in this maner.

First T bequeth my sowle to Allmyghty Gode and to Our Lady seynt
Mary and to all the holy company of hevyn and my body to be buryde
in the churchyard off Akeley.

Item I bequeth to the mother church of Lyncoln ij d.

Item I bequeth to the high awter of Akeley iiij d.

Ttem I bequeth to Stow church xij d.

" Item to Morton church xij d.

Item to Foscott church xij d.

Item to Lekehamstede church xij d.

Item I bequeth to the church of Akeley a redde heyckffere to the meyn-
tenaunce theroff.
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Item a grydyron ijd.
Item a brasse potte of iij gallons xvj d.
Item a litle potte of brasse vd.
Item a chaffer vd.
Ttem a bokett vj d.
Item ij queyers of paper 1ij d.
Ttem a tester for a bedde vjd.
Item ij salte sellers vd.
Item drynkyng pottes vj iij d.
Item all the bokes be preysed at xl s. xls.

Item xviij shepe and viij lambes xXxvij s.

Ttem a table and ij trestellys vjd.
Item all the woodde iij s.

Item ij capons j cokk and a henn vid.
Item a peyur of spectacles ob.
Item a deske ij d.
Item a rakke ij d.
Item a shovell jd.

Item in redy money receuyd of
Walter Tompson seruant wt
Master Antony Caryswalle decessid ~ vij li. xvjd.4
xjli. ijd. ob.

Inventory 36. ff. 15-16.
1. and 3. vaccat quia anlea in margin. 2. A travelling bag with a pouch.
4. The sum of the inventory, including £7 os. 16d. recovered from Tompson, is £11 0s. 33d.
and is in the right margin; above is the sum of the value of the goods £3 18s. 113d. cancelled,
when money in the hands of Tompson was added to the inventory.

431

In the name of God Amen the xxij! day of August the yere of Our Lord
m! v xxjti [22 August 1521] I Robert Wytnall of the paryssh of Chepyng
Wicombe in the cownte of Buck’ beyng in my hole and perfytt mynd make
my testament and last will in this wis.

First I geue and bequeth my sowle vnto Allmighty God to Our blissid
Lady and to all the seintes in heuyn and my body to be buryd in the church
of Alhalows of Wicombe befor said.

Also I bequeth to the mother church of Lincoln viij d.

And to the hygh awter of Wicombe for my tythes and offerynges nec-
gligentlye forgotyn xx d.

Also I bequeth to the church of Wicombe xijj s. iiij d.

Also I bequeth toward be mending of the hye ways abowst Wicombe
wher as it shalbe thought most nedefull to be don xx s.

Also I geue and bequeth to sir Harry Rither prest my goostlye father for
to pray for me ijj s. iiij d.

Also I giff and bequeth to ich oon of my iij children iij Ii. vj s. viij d.* and
iff oon of them dye the other twayne shall haue the forsaid iij li. vj s.
viij d. and if twayn of them discease I will that the thryd childe that sur-
viuith them shall haue all the x li. and it fortone that thei all thre disceas
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Item lego Alicie Sprottley vnam juvencam.

Item lego Agneti Sportley [si¢] vnam juvencam rubij coloris.

Item Janine filie mee juniori vnam ovem,

Item Agneti filie mee vnam ovem.

Residuum vero bonorum meorum non legatorum do et lego disposicioni
relicte mee Margerie Kyngbryg quam ordino et facio meam solam execu-
tricem huius vltime voluntatis mee vt ipsa eadem bona ordinet et disponet
meliori modo quo poterit cum superuisione Johannis Bayly de Burton?
fratris eius ad dei laudem anime mee animarumque omnium fidelium
defunctorum salutem.

Testibus hijs Thoma Swets’, Willelmo Swannell et Willelmo Sprygnell
cum alijs multis.

Probatum fuit presens testamentum coram Thoma Jakeman in legibus
baccallario archidiaconatus Buck’ commissario et officiali xxiij die mensis
Septembris anno domini suprascriptis [sic] [23 September 1521]. Commis-
saque est administratio bonorum dicti defuncti ac eius testamentum con-
cernentium executrici suprascripte etc. saluo jure cuiuscumque. Dat’ sub
officij nostri sigillo die mense et anno domini suprascriptis.

Will 45. f. 24.
1. Bourton in Buckingham.

441

In dei nomine Amen the yere of Our Lord m ve xxjti the xj day of Agust
[sic] [11 August 1521] ] Thomas Paynter of hole mynd make my testament
in this maner.

First I bequeth my soule to Allmyghty God and Our Lady and to all the
seyntes in heuyn and my body to be buryd in the church yard of cherchyard
[sic] of seynt Jamys in Barton Hartyshorne.

Item I bequeth to the church of Lyncoln iiij d.

Item I bequeth to the awter of seynt Jamys in Barton iiij d.

Item I bequeth to the sayd church of Barton vj s. viij d.

Item I bequeth to the paryssh church of Shelswell® vj s. viij d.

Item I bequeth to euery howsholder in the paryssh of Barton iiij d.

Item I bequeth to my doughtour Alys iij 1i. vj s. viij d.

Here I make Elizabeth my full executryx of all my goodes wan the kyng
and the lord is content and payd.

Hij2 testibus Michaele Bone clerico, Willelmo Payntour et Nicholao
Dean etc.

Probatum fuit presens testamentum coram Thoma Jakeman in legibus
baccallario archidiaconatus Buck’ commissario et officiali xxiijete die mensis
Septembris anno domini suprascripto [2g September 1521]. Commissaque
est administracio omnium et singulorum [sic] dicti defuncti ac eius testa-
mentum concernentium executrici retroscripte etc. Dat’ sub officij nostri
sigillo die mense et anno suprascriptis.

Will 46. f. 240.

1. Shelswell; Oxon.

2. Witnesses were added by another hand. They were probably summoned to court to
identify the executrix.
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Item a skalding pan wt ij pelles ijs. viijd.
Item a bolster of teke (viij d.) and a cradell

(iiij d.) xij d.
Item in whete sheves to the valure of ij

busshelles fjs. i d.
Item a busshell wt an olde fan xiiij d.
Item a treen beme wt a peyur of scales xij d.
Item v olde tubbes wt a keuer® and iij bolles xij d.
Item an almery of canfasse (vj d.) and a

spynnyng whele (vij d.) xiij d.
Item ij packe sadelles wt ij wantayes® ijs. iifjd.
Item a chayre wt ij tubbes vij d.
Item all the woode prised at xls.
Item receuyd for a howsse sold xifj i. vjs. viijd.

Summa totalis inuentarij xvij li. viljs. vjd.

Will and inventory 58. ff. g10.~32.

1. Except for 8d. to his overseer, the testator disposed of all his goods for religious purposes;
the inventory was registered in case the will was disputed.

2, £13 6s. 8d. (Subsidy, p. 29). 3. £40 (ibid., p. 28). 4. Canopy for a bed.

5. Brewing-tub. 6. Leather thongs for tying a pack on to a horse.

454

In the name of God Amen in the yere of Our Lord God m! ve xxj the
viijth day of February [8 February r521(2] I Thomas Nayler hole of mynde
make my testament in this maner folowing.

First I bequeth my soule vato God and to Our blessid Lady and to all
the holy cumpeny of heuyn my body to be buried in the churche yarde of
Beconnesfeld.

Item to the cathedrall churche of Lincoln ij d.

TItem to the hye awter of Beconsfeld ij d.

Item I gyve vnto my wiffe all my goodes moveable and on moveable she
to kepe my childern the term of her liffe.

Item I gyve my land vnto John my oldiste son and, iff he dey, it to re-
mayne vnto the next of his brothern and so from on to a nother and, iff all
my sonnes departe wt owt issewe, then it to be devided betwixt my doughters
by egall porcions.

And I make my executrice Elisabeth my wiffe and John Laurence super-
uisor.

Thies being witnes sir John Brasyer, John Birche, Edward Nasse,
Nicholas Martyn wt mo.

Probatum fuit presens testamentum coram nobis Thoma Jakeman com-
missario et officiali etc. xxvije die Februarij anno domini supradicto [27
February 1521/2]. Commissaque est administracio omnium et singulorum
bonorum ipsius defuncti executrici in eodem testamento nominate in forma

juris iurate et admisse saluo jure cuiuscumque. Dat’ sub nostri officij
sigillo etc.

will 135. f. 108.
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his childern except lijj s. iilj d. whiche I will may be vsed to the moste
profite of the churche of Beconsfeld aforseid.

Ttem I will that all my bequestes before named vnto the childern of my
son John Waller that it may be in the custody of Robert Waller my son or
his assignes vnto the tyme that the same childern shalbe of the age of xxj
yeres.

Item I bequeth to Isabell Waller late the wiff of John Waller my son iij
syluer spones ij of them merked wt the key and the other wt owte merke ij
blankettes vj peyur shetes iiij bordeclothes a coueryng of redwollen clothe
half a dosen new pewter vessell and half a dosen olde vessel halffe platters
and the other half disshes.

Item to here ij pannes a gret and a lesse ij latyn basyns and on of pewter
and iij candilstikkes.

Item to Margarot Turnour a fedderbed a bolster ij peyur shetes a burde-
clothe a blanket and a coueryng that sum tyme was her mothers also a pan
wt on handyll a lytyll brasse potte and in money xiij s. iiij d.

Item to Thomas Vyncent a matrasse a bolster ij peyur shetes a coueryng
of red wollen clothe and a lytill brasse potte.

Item I will that an honest priste syng for my sowle my husbondes sowle
and all christen sowles wt in the churche of Beconsfeld by the space of on
hole yere and he to haue for his wages vj li.

Item I bequeth to Thomas Dymes xij d. and ij busshelles malte.

Item to Beatrix Clerk xij d. and ij busshelles malte.

Item to William Grove on busshell malte and in money xij d.

Item to John Nawgaour iij s. iiij d.

Item to Robert Dawbeney vj s. viij d.

Item to John Clerk xij d.

Item to Elyner Yronmonger xij d.

The residew of all my goodes not bequethid after my dettes paid and this
my will fullfylled I gyve and bequethe vnto Robert Waller my son to the
performyng of this my testament and laste will and I make the seid Robert
my son my sole executour he to ordeyn and dispose as may be moste expe-
dient for the helthe of my soule and all cristen sowles.

Ttem I will that William Adams may be ouerseer of this my testament
and he to haue for his labour vj s. viij d.

Thies being witnesses sir Peter Gruffyth, Symond Davy, Thomas
Vyncent wt other moo.

Probatum fuit presens testamentum coram nobis Thoma Jakeman in
legibus baccallario commissario et officiali archidiaconatus Buckes xviijo
die mensis Marcij anno domini supradicto [78 March 1521]2] etc. Com-
missaque fuit administracio omnium et singulorum ipsius sic defuncte
executori in eodem testamento nominato in forma juris iurato et admisso
saluo jure cuiuscumque. Dat’ sub nostri officij sigillo die et anno domini
supradictis.

Will 63. £, 380.
1. Bequests of silver are unusual in these wills.
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Ttem I bequeth x s. to a prist to say trentale of masses for my sowle and
my wiffis sowle and all cristen sowles to be said in the church of Chettyngton.

Item the residew of all my goodes not bequethid my dettes and my
bequest paid I will it to be diuidid among my children wher is most nede
and of this my testament and last will I mak and orden Thomas Sebroke
my son and William Sheperde of Mychbryker? my executours to disposse
my goodes for my sowle as they shall thinke best.

Whittness heroff John [si¢] Thomas Sebroke, Thomas Rosse with other.

Probatum fuit presens testamentum coram magistro Jakeman commis-
sario et officiali archidiaconatus Buck’ vie die mensis Maij anno domini
millesimo quingentesimo xxij [5 May r522]. Commissaque est adminis-
tracio etc. executoribus suprascriptis in forma juris iuratis etc. saluo iure
cuiuscuraque. Dat’ sub officij sigillo etc.
Will 129. f. 102.

1. Compare religious bequests in this will with No. 475, also a Cheddington will.
2. Great Brickhill. Land 42, goods £13 6s. 8d. (Musters, p. 331).

475

In the name of God Amen the syxt day of February and yere of Our Lord
God a thousand ve xxj {6 February 1521/2] 1 Thomas Halle the elder of
good and hole mynd and seke in body dredyng the peryll of deth make my
testament in maner and forme folowyng.

First I bequeth my soule to Allmyghty God my creator and maker Our
Lady saint Mary and all the company of heuyn my body to be buryd in the
church yard of saint Gilis of Chedyngton.

Item I bequeth to the mother church of Lincoln ij d.

Item to the high awter of the church of Chetynyton ij busshell barly.

Item to the comyn light beyng in the said church to ich of them ij d.

Item to the bellys xij d.

Item to the torchis viij d.

Ttem I bequeth xx s. to a prist to say ij trintalles in the church of Chetyng-
ton for my sowle and my wyffs and all cristen sowles.

Item I will bt John my sone shall pay to Robert Hall his brother xxxiij s.
iifj d. wt in the space of iij yere next folowyng the decesse of his mother.

Item I will that Thomas Hall my son shall till and sow to the said Robert
his brother halff an acure with barly and halff an acure with benys of the
said Thomas own coost and charge and this be don the yere next folowyng
the decesse of his moder.

Item I bequeth to the new werke at Chedyngton vj s. viij d.

Item to the shotyng of the brokyn bell xx d.

Item to my son Edward Axtell and Alys his wiff ij quarters barly.

Item the residew of my goodes not bequest I gyff and bequeth to Eme
Hall my wiff except the standartes of howsholde and to this my testament
will and truly to be fulfillid and performyde I orden and make John Hall
my son and William Howse my trew and feithfull executours.

Thes beyng whitnes sir William Halywell, Thomas Seybroke, Hugo
Fydkyng and other moo.
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yeres next after my dethe that is euery yere paying to the the [sic] seid
William xijj s. iiij d.

Item I gyve vnto John Aldryche my son his heires and executours or
assignes a tenement wt the appurtenances whiche Thomas Aldryche of
Beconnesfeld holdithe and dwellithe in in the townes ende named Wynnde-
sore Ende.

Item to euery of my childers childern a shepe.

Item to euery god childe that I haue a shepe.

Item I gyve to William Aldryche my bedd that I ly in wt all that bilon-
githe therto and my coffer and a brasse panne.

Item to Jone Aldryche the doughter of Richard Aldryche a bullok.

Item to Ambrose Aldryche a nother bullok.

Item to Nicollas Weste a nother bullok.

Item to Margaret Ware a bullok.

Item to John Hermer a shepe.

The residew of my goodes not bequethid my dettes paid my funeralles
and this my will fullfilled I gyve and bequeth to John Aldriche and William
Aldryche to be dyvyded betwixt them by egall porcions whiche John and
William and John Hawden?! I make my executours.

And to John Hawden I gyve and bequeth iij s. iiij d. for his labour.

Thies being witnes sir Alexander Palmer curate, Symon Davy, John
Hawden wt other.

Probatum fuit presens testamentum coram nobis Johanne Tayler juris
pontificij doctore archidiacono archidiaconatus Buck’ die martis proximo
post festum sancti Michaelis archangelli anno domini supradicto [30
September 1522] etc. Commissaque fuit administracio omnium et singulorum
bonorum ipsius defuncte executoribus supranominatis in forma juris iuratis
et admissis saluo jure cuiuscumque. Dat’ sub sigillo officialitatis archidia-
conatus Buck’ die et anno domini supradictis.

Will 76, f. 44-440.

1. John Hawden or Hawdener tailor is named executor or overseer in Beaconsfield wills
from 1504 onwards: E. M. Elvey, ‘Early Records of the Archdeaconry,’ Rec. Bucks., x1x,
Pp. 634 :

487

In the name of God Amen the xx* day of Marche the year of Our Lorde
God m! ve xxj [20 March 1521/2] 1 Thomas Lytylpage of Cheping
Wycombe etc.?

To the mother chirche of Lincoln iiij d.

Item to the highe aulter iiij d.

Item to euery oon of my v children xx s. in money or money worthe and
if on or ij of them decease or moo I will that they or he that lyvethe schall
haue all the hole summe of v li. And if they all decease then I will the said
v li. schall remayn to my wif.

Also T will that my wif schall delyuer vnto Christofer my sone when he
commythe to the age of xxiiij yeres iiij horses worthe xiij s. iiij d. a pece or
1iij marke of money for them and if the said Christofer do mary before he
comme to the age beforesaid then I will that my wif delyuer vnto hym the
foresaid iiij horses or elles iiij marke of money for them.
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